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THE 


Biſhop of Peterborough's 


CHARGE 


JAVING already, my Friends 
and Brethren, laid down thoſe 
Rules, which are generally ne- 
ceſſary for the decent and re- 
| — ligious Behaviour of Clergy and 
Laity, in my Charge to the Dioceſe of Lan- 
daſt; which, with ſome ſmall Allowances 
for Difference of 'Time, Place, and a few 
Circumſtances, may very well ſuit any other 
Dioceſe, or every Dioceſe in theſe Kingdoms; 
and having ſome time ago communicated 
thoſe Inſtructions and Admonitions to the 
Publick, I thought it altogether needleſs to 


repeat them over again to you at my Viſi- 
A 2 tation 


hs... BH. 
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tation of this Dioceſe, whenever that ſhould 
happen to be. Inſtead of thoſe, I now pre- 
ſent you with a Vindication of a Part of our 
Chriſtian Faith; which I deem'd would be 
very ſeaſonable at this time, and in this Age, 
in which Infidelity and Licentiouſneſs are ſo 
very rite and outrageous. 

T rar which is here laid before you, was 
the Subſtance of two Sermons preached in 
the Audience of * a very learned Body þ laſt 
Year, which are now drawn into one conti- 
nued Diſcourſe, for your Peruſal, and for the 
Service of our common Chriſtianity. What 
I undertake to vindicate, is our Saviour's 
Miracle of healing the Paralytick, recorded 
by || three Eyangeliſts, and related to us to 
the following Effect. 


« Arxrez ſome time's Abſence fon Caper- 
« naum, our Saviour returns thither again. 
« When this was known, the People reſort in 
« great Flocks to the Houſe where he was ; 


*The Univerſity of Oxf974. 

+ I mention this to obviate any Objection againſt me, as ta- 
king Advantage of the Sentence againſt Mr. Woolſton, or of the 
Death of Mr. Collins; both which happend aſter preaching 
thoſe Sermons. 

Matth. ix. 1 to 9. Mark: i ii. 1 to 13. 3 v. 17 to 27. 


and 
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and whilſt he was preaching to em (among 
whom were ſeveral Phariſees and Doctors 
of the Law from all Parts of Galilee and 
Fudea, and from Feruſalem) a Paralytick, 
carry'din a Couch by four Men, was brought 
thither, in order to be laid before Je- 
ſus, that he might heal him of his Infir- 
mity; but finding the Entrance to the 
Door, and all around it ſo crouded, that 
there was no Poſſibility of a Paſſage that 
way, they convey him to the top of the 
Houſe, and by untiling and opening ſome 
Part of the Roof, let him down into the 
Preſence of our Lord. Our Sayiour, per- 


ceiving by this Action the Faith of this 


helpleſs Man, and of thoſe who accom- 
pany'd him, ſaid unto him, Son, thy 


ſins be forgiven thee. This Sentence be- 


ing pronounced, the Scribes and Phariſees 
murmur'd within themſelves, and ſecretly 
in their Hearts arraign'd our Sayiour of 
Blaſphemy, for arrogating a Power to 
himſelf, which only belong'd to God. But 
he knowing their Thoughts, faid unto 
them, Why think you evilin your Hearts, 
as if I was aſſuming a Power which I 
have not? To convince you that I can re- 
mit Sins, I will, in the Sight of the Com- 
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“ pany here preſent, cure this Man of his 
** Infirmity.” (This, to be ſure, they al- 
low'd to be a viſible Proof of a thing in itſelf 
inviſible.) © Then ſaid he to the ſick of 
<« the Pally, Ariſe, take up thy Couch, and 
« go to thine own Houſe. And immedi- 
&« ately he role up before them, and took 
« up that whereon he lay, and departed to 
„his own Houle, glorifying God. And at 
this the People were aſtoniſh'd, and being 
&« filled with Reverence of Omnipotence, 
« ſaid, We have ſeen ſtrange and unuſual 
things to-day.” 

Tris is the Account we have of this 
notable Miracle, which is convey'd to us 
with ſuch a natural Facility of Language, 
and in a manner ſo ingenuous and inar- 
tificial, that there ſeems not to be the 
leaſt room for Suſpicion of Impoſture or 
Deluſion; eſpecially if we add, that it was 
performed in the Preſence of a great Multi- 
tude of People, learned as well as unlearn- 
ed; and that, in the Sum and Subſtance, as 
well as in the Circumſtances of it, it is atteſt- 
ed by two or three Evangeliſts; which Teſti- 
mony of this and the other Truths of the 
Goſpel two of them ſeal'd with their Blood. 
So that the Miracle about which we are now 

Ho diſcour- 


LLP] 


diſcourſing, has the Evidence of Adverſaries 
on its Side, has all the legal Proof that any 
Matter of Fact was requir'd to have by the 
Pewiſh Law; and indeed, all that can be 
reaſonably demanded by any Law whatſo- 
ever, being eftabliſh'd by the Mouth of * two 
or three Witneſſes ; fo that it might be fairly 
hop'd, that all manner of Doubrs and Scru- 
ples and dark Surmiſes would entirely vaniſh. 

Bur ſome Men will be Scepticks 
and Infidels, in defiance of all the Eyidence 
which either the Wiſdom of God, or the 
Wiſdom of Men, think ſufficient for the 
Eftabliſhment of any Matter of Fact; and 
they ſeem to have as little Reliſh for Truth, 
as a vitiated Palate has for found and whol- 
fome Diet. Among this Number, without 
any Violation of Chriftian Charity, may be 
reckon'd the Author of ſome late Diſcour- 
ſes upon our Saviour's Miracles, who + aſ- 
ſerts, That this Miracle, fo plain in itſelf, 
and ſupported by all the Authority that can 
well be expected in any Caſe, © is, without 
<« excepting that of the Pool of Betheſda, the 
« moſt monſtrouſly abfurd, improbable and 
incredible of any according to the Letter: 


* Deut. xvii. 6. xix. 15. Mattth. xvili. 16. John viii. 17. 
2 Cor. xiii. 1. 


+ See his Fourth Diſcourſe on Miracles, p. 51, 52, 53. 
That 
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That as every ſpecifical Miracle of Jeſus la- 


bours under Abſurdities more or leſs, either 


in Subſtance or Circumſtances, this forNum- 


ber and Greatneſs of Abſurdities ſurpaſ- 
ſes them all. That thoſe Abſurdities are 
ſo obvious, that he wonders. that they 
have been hitherto oyerlook'd, and that 
conſiderate Perſons have not before now 
heſitated and boggled at them. That, if 
Intereſt had not blinded the Eyes of our 
learned Clergy, they would have eaſily 
deſcry'd the Incredibilities and Abſurdi- 
ties of this Story. That, if a Man was 
to torture his Brains for a romantick 'Tale 
of improbable and ſurprizing Circumſtan- 
ces to impoſe upon the Faith and Under- 
ſtanding of the credulous, he could neyer 
imagine that a thing ſo groſsly and noto- 
riouſly contradictory to common Senſe and 
Reaſon, as this is, could go down with 
them. That the Falſity of the Story of 
this Miracle is ſo palpable, as to require 
no Sagacity to detect it. And that he 
reckons this * ſuch a ludicrous Subject, 
that he before declin'd it, lelt it ſhould 
put the Clergy out of all temper,” 


* gee his Second Diſcourſe, p. 7, 8. 


A think- 
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A TrrnxinG Man will be tempted to 
imagine, that nothing beneath the cleareſt 
Demonſtration could prevail with any one 
to utter himſelf with ſo much Freedom, 
and ſuch an Air of - Aſſurance, eſpecially if 
we take this into the Bargain, that he allows 
the Account of the aforeſaid Miracle * © to 
4 have paſsd currently thro' many Ages of 
the Church, to have been read with At- 
e tention by the Learned, to have been re- 
6 yer'd by the reſt of Chriſtians, without any 
« Exception, Heſitation, or Doubt of the 
fFTruth of it.“ 

Bur notwithſtanding all the "TIM and 
Aſſurance of this mighty Man, upon Tri- 
al, I hope to make it evident, that 
whatever he ſays is vain and empty, 
a downright Rodomantade, and a Tri- 
umph without the leaſt Appearance of a 
Victory. And before I go any farther, 1 
believe every reaſonable Man will agree with 
me, that it gives a ſhrewd Suſpicion of the 
Weakneſs, as well as the Baſeneſs of his 
Cauſe, that he begins it with Railing inſtead 
of Reaſoning. 


@ See his Fourth Diſcourſe, p. 51, 52. 
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Ix confidering this Writer's Diſcourſe a- 
gainſt the Reality of this Miracle, I will 
take to task all his Arguments advanced a- 
inſt it, and every Inſinuation of his that 
ems to have a Tendency, to hurt the re- 
dit of this, or any other Part of reyeal'd Re- 
ligion. Reſerving to myſelf. a Liberty of 
conſidering, his Quotations out of. the. Fa- 
thers on this Head, and making ſame farther 
Obſervations upon his Performances, if by 


competent Judges it ſhall, be thought neceſ- 


ſary. 

Wrar he firſt ene to diſprove the 
Reality of this Miracle, is, That there is no 
aſſignable Reaſon for ſuch a Concourſe of 
People about, our Saviour, as is mention d 
in the Goſpels; and therefore, this Circum- 
{tance failing, the, Hiſtory, of it is not literal 

but allegarical, 

To ſupport which, he tells us in his En- 
trance on this Argument, that © Jeſus, 
by was at . Capezugum, where he dwelt, and 

was commonly ſeen and well known“; 

and con ſequently that there was no manner 
of Occaſion to flock in multitudes to ſee 
him. This proves nothing at all, unleſs he 
can prove that there could not be a Conflu- 


* Sce his Fourth Diſcourſe, p. 53 
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ence of any other People about our Saviour, 
but thöſe of Capernaam. This is a Task in- 
eumbent upon him, if he would make good 
his Argument; but this he does not attempt; 
his own Word muſt paſs for an Oracle, and 
a groundleſs Suppoſition muſt be accounted 


a Demonſtration. Suck an Impofition, for 


ought I know, may paſs very glibly with 
his Diſciples; but, I am perfuaded, other 
People will require fome juſt and rational 
Proofs for what he adyances. 

Svxt Ly there are Paſſages in the Goſpel 
which ſhould have given ſome check, and 
laid ſome manner of Reſtraint upon this 


Man's Confidence. It is very probable, that 


Numbers of People, who either ſaw our Sa- 
viour on the Coaſts of Gennezareth, or heard 
of his Return, might flock to the Place 
where he was, as they did at another time 
when he was croſſing ſome part of the Lake 
to a deſart Place for Retirement. The Ac- 
count of this we have in the following 
Words of St. Matthew*, When Feſus heard 
of the death of fohn the Baptiſt, he departed 
thence by ſhip into a deſart place apart; and 
when the people had heard thereof, they fol- 
lo d hin on foot out of the cities. The like 


o Matths xiv. 1 3. 
„ Account 
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Account St. Mark + gives us in the follow- 
ing Words: And they (i. e. Jeſus and his Diſ- 
ciples) departed into a deſart place by ſhip pri- 
vately, and the people ſaw them departing ; 
and many knew him, and ran-afoct thither out 
of all cities, and out-went them, and came to- 
gether unto him Inſomuch that a Multi- 
tude of about five thouſand, ſome who knew 
him, and fome who knew him not, were, 
in a ſhort ſpace of time, gather'd together. 


And might not the Caſe at Capernaum be 


the ſame? We need not preſume, but be 
poſitive that it was ſo, if we add what St. 
Luke ſays in his Account of this Miracle: 
* That it came to paſs on a certain day, as he 
was teaching or preaching, (for theſe are ge- 
nerally the ſame in the Language of the 
New Teſtament) that there were Phariſees 
and Doctors of the Law ſitting by, which were 
come out of every town of Galilee, and Fudea 
and Jeruſalem, &c. and behold men brought 
in a bed, &c. From which' two things put 
together, it 1s plain that a Congregation 


+ Mark vi. 32, 33. Luke v. 17, 18. This is Part 
vf the Hiſtory of this Miracle, tho' our Engliſb Tranſlation 
disjoins it from it; as may be ſeen from the Original itſelf, from 
the 4rabick Verſion of the Evangeliſts publiſh'd at Rome with 
Cuts, from the Gothic Goſpels publiſh'd by Dr. Mar/bal, &c. 
might 
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TW 
might be gather'd about our Saviour, with- 
out taking in the Inhabitants of Capernaum. 
TRE Evangeliſts, tis true, make mention 
only of the Scribes and Phariſees, and Do- 
ctors of the Law in particular, as coming 
1 from divers Parts; but this excludes not but in- 
1 cludes the Multitude, who are only mention'd 
| in the groſs. As thoſe leading Men were there, 
4 ſo, to be ſure, were their Followers. By 
which I don't mean their Servants and Dome- 
ſlicks only, but thoſe likewiſe who had them 
in Admiration, who were directed by their 
Precepts, and guided by their Example; 
who would undoubtedly attend 'em upon 
fach an Occaſion as this, in which they 
might think their own Intereſt, and the 
Welfare of their Poſterity, might in a great” 
meaſure be concern'd. This alone would 
draw a great Company together, without 
reckoning many others whom bare Curioſi- 
ty might prompt to ſee Miracles, to hear 
5 ſome new Doctrine, or to behold a Perſon 
: ſo much talked of thronghout that Coun- 
5 try. Theſe things quite overthrow what” 
has been, throughout his Diſcourſe, taken 
for granted without the leaſt Offer of a | | 
Proof,. viz. that no People could form this 
Croud about Feſus ſaye thoſe of Caper- 
naum- 
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2aum only; and thus he goes on throughout, 
imagining and ſuppoſing, without any reſpect 
to Probability, and in Contradiction to plain 
Matter of Fact. 

Bur we will not at preſent preſs him far- 
ther on this Head, but will for a while ſo far 
indulge him, as to allow that a Croud about 
our Saviour at Capernaum could be compos'd 
of no others, but thoſe of that City. Up- 
on ſuch a liberal Conceſſion, ſurely, he will 
clearly make out what he has ſo confidently 
aſſerted. Let us now try whether he does 

\ this or not. His Reaſoning runs thus: —Fe- 
ſus was often ſeen, and very well known in 
Capernaum, and therefore it is not likely 
that the People of that Place would gather 
together to ſee him. But is it an infallible 
Conſequence, that' becauſe People haye fre- 
quently ſeen and known a Man very well, 
therefore they will never deſire or attempt 
to ſee him any more? I believe this is con- 
trary to every Day's Experience. I am ſure | 
there are Perſons very well known to me, | 
whom I would be glad to ſee again a thou- 
ſand times over. But what does this Wri- 
ter think of this Matter, when Love or Re- 
ect, or both are concern'd, which was the 
Caſe of our Saviour at that time? 


Bur 


| 15 J 


Bur in Opppoſition to this, it may be 
7 ſaid, Jeſus was not beloy'd, and was in no 
* Eſteem with the Inhabitants of his own Ci- 
4 ty. In proof of which may be alledgd the 
Woe he denounc'd againſt it: * And thou 
J Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
7 ſhalt be thruſt down to hell, &c. In Anſwer 
N to which, I ſay that this by no means proves 
the Point; becauſe our Saviour was very 
much beloy'd and efteem'd in the firſt Year 
of his preaching, when this Miracle was per- 
form'd, when the People entertain'd - ſore 
Hopes of his ereQting a temporal Kingdom, 
and enlarging his Power and Dominion over 
the Face of the whole Earth. This Argu- 
ment therefore is mi/-tin?d, it is urg'd a- 
gainſt our Sayiour in the firſt Year of his 
preaching; whereas it can be of no Force: 
but in the ſecond Year, in ꝓ which this Doom 
I was pronounced. Then indeed he might be 
; in Diſeſteem and Disfayour with them, when 
i he appear'd to decline and renounce all tem- 
poral Power and Grandeur. This one thing 
muſt certainly work a great Change in the 
Affections of that People. By means of 
which; our Saviour, who was very much in 
* Matth. xi. 23, 24. Luke x. 15. 
© + See Mohſieur Toinard's and Mr. Wh nens Härmeny of he 
Evangeliſts, and other Writings of the ſame ſort. 


their 
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their good Graces at the time of curing the 
Paralytick, might afterwards become a 
Stumbling-block and Rock of Offence, an Object 
of Contempt and Obloquy ; and they might 
then ſay in the Words of 1/ajah, + He hath 
no form nor comlineſs, and there is no beauty 
that we ſhould defire him. And this is a 
thing no ways uncommon. I G believe all the 
Hiſtory of paſt Ages, as well as our own 
Experience of the preſent State of things, 
furniſhes us with various Inſtances of the like 
kind; I mean Inſtances of Men, who have 
been admir'd and held in high Reputation, 
whilſt their Behaviour and Actions ſeem'd to 
flatter the Hopes and Ex pectations of the 
People, whatever they happen'd to be; and 
who, upon a Failure of doing what they had 
unreaſonably conceiy'd and wiſh'd for, have 
fallen under their utmoſt Diſpleaſure, haye 
afterwards been the Butts at which they 
have ſhot their ſharpeſt Arrows, and againſt 
whom they have utter'd the moſt bitter In- 
vectives. 

Lr us, in Indulgence to this Writer, 
ſuppoſe farther, that the laſt Argument is 
Juſt, and well ſuited to the time of the Mi- 
racle before us. Upon ſuch Suppofition it 
may then be urg'd, that they not only knew 

+ Ifa. liii. 2. him 
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him very well, but at the ſame time had not 
the leaſt Regard or Kindneſs for him; and con- 
ſequently, as this Man would reaſon, had 


no Motive to gather together in multitudes 
to behold him. But however plauſible this 
Argument may appear at firſt fight, upon a 
cloſer Inſpection it will be found a Falacy 
and a Contradiction to the common and con- 
ſtant Obſervations of Mankind in all Times 
and Parts of the World. Take any Man of 
Note of whatſoever Country, and it will 
appear that upon any famous Exploit, upon 
any remarkable Succeſs, or laudable Action, 
People who had ſeen him times out of num- 
ber, and knew his Perſon as well perhaps as 
their own, would notwithſtanding their Pre- 
judices and Prepoſſeſſions, their Enmity and 
Averſion, preſs about him with the utmoſt 
Earneſtneſs. Upon ſuch Occaſions our Hearts 
earn within us, and our eager Deſires will 
hurry us away to look and gaze upon him, 
whom at another time we would not care to 
ſee, and would not youchſafe to look at. 
What did the Roman People do when Julius 
 Cz/ar, for Inſtance, return'd five times in 
Triumph after ſignal Victories and Conqueſts? 
If it is ſaid, that they only flock'd to ſee 
the Pomp and Pageantry of the Triumph, 
C 8 it 
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it is a great Miſtake, Leave but Cæſar out 
of the triumphal Chariot, and far the great - 
eſt Part of the Sight would have been loſt. 
To make the matter the clearer, let us ſup- 
poſe that there was no triumphal Entrance, 
no Pomp or Pageantry at all; yet after great 
Exploits the People of Rome would, with 
the utmoſt Impatience, have watch'd every 
Opportunity to fix their Eyes upon the great 
Man, whom they had ſo often view'd before. 
And if ſuch Actions, which ſcatter ſo many 
Miſchiefs, and cauſe ſo much Deſolation a- 
round them, will occaſion ſuch a Reſort of 
People, What a Concourſe may not be ex- 
pected to behold one, who had been faving 
the Lives of Mankind, and reſcuing them 
from thoſe Diſeaſes and Calamities, which 
made Life an inſupportable Burthen to 
them? This was the Caſe of our bleſſed Ma- 
ſter, the Prince of Peace, and the Reliever 
of his Brethren, He return'd home, after 
he had diſpens'd abroad his manifold Bleſ- 
ſings, in curing all manner of Infirmities and 
Diſeaſes whitherſoeyer he went. The Fame 
of theſe beneficial Miracles fpread itſelf far 
and near, inſomuch that the People came in 
great Numbers to attend our bleſſed Savi- 


our, and to ſee one who had done ſuch won- 
derful 
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[ 19 ] 
derful things for the Children of Men. 

A nv thus I have finiſh'd my Anſwer to 
one of this Author's great Arguments to 
proye that there could be no Croud, but par- 
ticularly no Croud of the Inhabitants of 
Capernaum to preſs to ſee our Saviour, as 
being a Perſon who dwelt, and was ſo well 
known among them. And to ſhew his Ad- 
mirers how precarious an one it is, I have 
made him very large Conceſſions, and have 
wound up what he would argue, to the ut- 
moſt pitch it can poſſibly bear; and, upon 
a ſincere and an impartial Enquiry into the 
whole, haye found, that neither Reaſon, 
Hiſtory, nor Experience; no Knowledge, 
either ſacred or civil, can any way, or in 
any meaſure, ſupport it. 

Burt this was not the only Aim of this 
Author in this Paragraph. He had a far- 
ther View; and therefore in the midſt of 
it he drops ſome of his uſual Poiſon, and in- 
ſinuates two things in derogation of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour: 1/7, That he was a piece of De- 
formity. 2dly, That the Deſcription which 
the Prophet 1/aiah gives of him, is contrary 
to the Portraiture of him by Painters, and 
quite different from the Account tranſmit- 


ted to us by Publius Lentulus, and that there- 
C 2 fore 
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[20] 
fore Jeſus could not be the promis'd Meſſias, 
as he and his Diſciples pretended. 

In anſwer to the firſt, I own that ſome 
have concluded from T/ajah liii. 2. that 
Chriſt's Perſon was deform'd, and naturally 
contemptible : A Concluſion which, in my 
Opinion, can with no manner of Certainty 
be drawn from the Premiſes. For which 


Reaſon, as well as upon the Authority of 


other Parts of Scripture, - particularly the 


xlvth *“ P/alm, St. Jerom and others adyanc'd 


a quite contrary Notion, 'That Chriſt was a 
Perſon of exceeding great Beauty and Grace- 
falneſs. Some of the antient Fathers, Au- 
thors of the firft Opinion, aſſerted this with 
a great deal of regard to the Meſfiah, who 
was to be a man of ſorrows, and arquainted 
with griefs; and therefore to compleat this 


Character, they thought he muſt appear in 


ſuch a Form, as might ſubje& him to the 
utmoſt Ignominy and Ridicule, to the Scorn 
and Derifion of his Adverſaries. An Opi- 
nion, tho' very well deſign'd, yet without 
any juſt Reaſons to ſupport it. But this 
Perſon's Intention, by every thing that ap- 
pears, was to bring our Saviour into the ut- 
moſt Contempt with his Readers. To ac- 


Ver. 3. Thou art fairer than the Children of Men, &c. 
compliſh 
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compliſh which, as his own unlucky Genius 
would have it, he picks out thoſe Words of 
the Prophet, which are the fartheſt of any 
in this Prophecy to promote and carry on 
his Deſign. The latter word Tf, which is 


rendred Comlineſ3, has no where in Scripture 


the Signification he would put upon it; and 
the firſt word wn tranſlated Form, does not 


ſo determinately and diſtinctly denote Beau- 


ty, but that it may be interpreted another 


way, unleſs it has an * Adjective or another 
Subſtantive join'd with it; and even in that 
Caſe it will admit of a Diſpute. If he would 


have had Words more pertinent to his pur- 


pole, he ſhould have choſe theſe following: 


And when we ſhall ſee him, there is no 


beauty that we ſhould defire him. The Rea- 
ſon of omitting which, was, as I ſuppoſe, 


that they were too naked and open, and 


would inform his Readers, that this was not 


an exact Deſcription of the Perſon Jeſus, but 


only a prophetick Relation, what People 
would think and ſay of him, and how he 
would be treated when he made his publick 
Appearance in the World. But notwith- 
ſtanding all his Wiles and Warineſs in this 


* As for Example, N VN RN 21D or ND) which is 
not the Caſe in this place. 
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Point, I can aſſure him, that this and what 
goes before is all one Prophecy; the Deſign 
of which was not to deſcribe, the natural 
Perfon of our Saviour, but only to foretell 
what Treatment he would meet with, and 
what Sentiments the greateſt part of the 
Jewiſh Nation would entertain of him, when, 
contrary to their ExpeQations, he appear'd 
in a mean Condition, when he diſdain'd all 


the Enſigns of Royalty, when * he took 


upon him the Form of a Servant, and in 
his Death + was number'd with the Tranſ- 
greſſors. It has been the receivd Opinion 
of the moſt judicious Commentators, that 
our Saviour's mean Condition in the World 
was the ground of ſo much Unbelief among 
the Jews. He did not come in that Pomp 
and Splendor, in which they falſly expected 
the Meſſiah to appear; therefore he was held 
of no Reputation with them, and fell under 
their Diſdain and Diſpleaſure. So that the 
Man is quite miſtaken, in ſuppoſing that 
the Prophet is deſcribing and delineating the 
natural Form and Frame of the Perſon of 
the Meſſiah ; whereas he is only foretelling 
what indifferent Reception and Uſage he 


® Phil. ii. 7. + Tf. lit, 12. Matth. xv. 28. 
Luke ii 37. 


would 
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would meet with among the eum and o- 


thers, becauſe of the * Lowneſs of his Cir- 


cumſtances, and the Greatneſs of his Suffer- 


ings; and upon thoſe accounts, what little 
Effect his and his Apoſtles preaching would 
have upon them. 


Tu ls is the true Intent and Meaning of 


this part of 1/aiah's Prophecy, as any ordi- 


nary Man may ſee, who will read the third 
Verſe together with the two foregoing ones. 
But let us ſuppoſe that the Prophet had in 
expreſs Terms deſcribed the Meſſiah to be 
neither beautiful nor comely, would this 
any way prove that he was a piece of De- 
formity ? This cannot follow by any Method 
of arguing. It may with the ſame Juſtneſs 
be ſaid, that becauſe one has not the moſt 
exquiſite Shape, that he is therefore a Mon- 
ſter ; that becauſe one can't walk with the 
ſame Swiftneſs with others, that he has 
therefore no Legs; or that he who can't ſee 
as far as others, is blind and cannot ſee at 
all. This is the Pitch of this Man's argu- 
ing. Marvel not at it, my Brethren, be- 
cauſe Blunders and Infidelity are inſeparably 
link'd together; and when any one ſets his 
Nil habet infzlix paupertas durius in ſe, 
Quam quod ridiculos homines facit. JuvEnAL, Sat. iii. 
| Face 
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Face againſt Truth, it may be taken for 


granted, that he will be giyen up to believe 
a Lye. 


As to the Contradiction he would inſinu- 
ate between the Meſſiah as deſcrib'd by the 
Prophet, and Jeſus as pourtray'd by Pain- 


ters, it is the moſt wretched Piece of So- 


phiſtry that can any where be met with. It 
is ſaid before, that I/aiah did not deſcribe 
the natural Frame of our Saviour's Body, or 
the Beauty of his Countenance; but only 
foretold what the Fews would think and ſay 
of him, when they ſhould be Witneſſes to 
the Meanneſs of his Circumſtances, and the 
Ignominy of his Sufferings ; and particular- 
ly his laſt ſuffering, when his Face was 
torn with Thorns, buffeted and ſpit upon, 
his Body diſtended upon the Croſs, his 


Hands and Feet tore with Nails, his Side 


pierc d with a Spear; and above all, when 
in Grief and Agony he cry'd out, Ei, 
Eli, lama ſabachthani? Theſe would re- 
duce any one, how beautiful and come- 
ly ſoeyer, and would render him, in the 
Sight of all, a quite different Perſon from 
what he appear'd before. Upon this ac- 
count it is, that the ſame Prophet tells us, 
Þ his viſage was ſo marr'd more than any 

＋ Ifaiah lit. 14. man, 
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125 ] 
man, and his form more than the ſons of men, 
thut many avere 'aftoniſh'd' at him. Sickneſs 
and Diſaſters, Tribulations and Sufſerings 
will alter the greateſt Comlineſs, will throw 
a Paleneſs upon the moſt florid Countenan- 
ces, and will reduce the moſt ſtately Men to 
be a ſort of Shades and Skeletons. Does it 
therefore follow, that they were always 
homely and diſagreeable? Or can't it be 
imagin'd, that thoſe whom Calamities or 
Misfortunes have brought to be of a gloomy 
and doleful Aſpect, never had formerly a 
Pleaſantneſs of Look, or a Chearfulneſs of 
Temper? To talk at this rate, is to talk a- 
gainſt the common Senſe and Experience of 


Mankind, for which this Writer is particu- 
lar ee e The ſeveral Turns in 7 


Mirs Circumſtances, either of Body or E- 
ſtate, will very much alter the Turn of their 
Minds, and conſequently will make very 
odd and ſurpriſing Changes in their Bodies. 
This is matter of Fact; for which reaſon I 
need not take any unneceſſary Pains, nor 
give others a fruitleſs Trouble in the Proof 
of it: And therefore Painters, for ought any 
body knows: to the contrary, may have done 
Juſtice to our Saviour in drawing him as a 
graceful Perſon. The Prophet ſays nothing 
D 2 
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[ 26 ] 
to the contrary, who only deſcribes him as 
under Afflictions and Sufferings, and meddles 
not at all with his perſonal Beauty or Com- 
lineſs. But if the Prophet ſhould have 
meant this, yet no Inference, or no infalli- 
ble Deduction, could be made from hence, 
that he was ungraceful or ungainly ; becauſe 
tho' Men may not be exact Beauties, yet, 
for all that, they may be very agreeable; 
and therefore. there appears no manner of 
Contradiction between the Prophet and the 
Painters. But doth this Author really be- 
lieve that Painters, who draw Perſons who 
liv'd many Centuries ago, give us a true and 
exact Repreſentation of em. He ſeems to 
think ſo by his Suggeſtion in this Paragraph. 
Bown I can by no means perſuade myſelf to 
think as he does; no more than I can per- 
ſuade myſelf, that Abrabam had a Sword 
in his Hand, when he was about to ſlay his 
Son Iſaac; or that Moſes wore Horns upon 
his Head, as he is generally repreſented by 
Painters. But perhaps this Perſon may haye 
ſome original Draughts of Jeſus among his 
Collection of Curioſities; 'which-makes him 
lay ſuch a ſtreſs upon Pictures. Before I paſs 
from hence, I muſt take notice of an Ob- 
Fx ſerva- 


[27 ] 

ſervation which he here makes, 4 That a 
« Perſon extraordinary, either for Beauty 
« or Deformity, may attract the Eyes of the 
« People, and occaſion a Throng about 
« him.” I think it is no manner of Secret, 
that the Man who ſays this has been attend» 
ed by multitudes on ſome occaſions; but 
whether it was for the Beauty or Deformity 
either of his Mind or Body, or of both, I 
leave his Followers to determine. 

As to Publius Lentulus, whom our Au- 
thor is pleas'd to mention, he tells us that 
he deſcribes our Saviour, as || one of the moſt 
graceful of the Sons of Men. But who this 
Publius Lentulus was, and what Opportuni- 
ties he had to make ſo particular a Repre- 
ſentation of Jeſus, he no where declares to 
his Readers: He leaves it to them to take 
it for granted, that Lentulus was cither one 
of a high and publick Station in Judea, or 
clic ſo frequent a Spectator of Jeſus, that 
every body might ſecurely rely upon what 
he reported about his Perſon and Perſorman- 
ces. So far is it from being thus, that upon 
Examination into this Affair, I find this Pub- 
ius Lentulus to be no body at all. How groſs 
an Impoſition this is, eyery Man may judge, 


+ See his Fourth Diſcourſe, p. 53. | Page 53. 
D 2 when 
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when he is inform'd,” that not only the Cye- 
dit, but likewiſe the very Being of Lentulus, 
at that Time, and in thoſe Circumſtances, 
is founded upon a forged Letter, and a'few 
Scraps of falſe: Hiſtory. 'The+ Letter, as is 
agreed among the Learned, was firſt inyent- 
ed by Xuverius in his Per ſick Hiftory of Chriſt. 
In the introductory Account to this Epiſtle, 
we are told that it was wrote to the Roman 
Senate by Lentulus, who had the Admi- 
« niſtration or Government of the City 

( Feruſalem) before Pontius Pilate.” This 
is a notorious Falſhood; becauſe, from the 
Reduction of Judea into a Roman Province, 
till the Death of Chriſt, no ſuch Perſon ap- 
pears to have been Procurator there; as-is 
clear from the Succeſſion of N e out 


'+ This may be perus'd by People tolerably ckitl'd in Latin, 
in the Verſion of Ladovicus de Dieu; and may be likewiſe ſeen 
in the Orthodexographa, varying in Expreſſion, but not in Senſe, 
publiſh'd by Heroldus at Baſil, 1555. and by Gryneas, 1560. 
As alſo in a Manuſcript in a Library in Germany, herein after 
mention'd. The firſt Hint J had of this matter was from my 
Learned Friend Dr. Terry, Canon of Chrift- -Churgh, and his 
Majeſty's Greek Profeſſor in Oxford. | 

The firſt was Coponias, who went along with Cyrenius Go- 
vernor of Syria; next to him came Marcus Ambivias ; after 
him Annius Rufus; he was ſucceeded by Valerius Gratus; and 
then came Pontius Pilate, who at the Inſtigation of the Fervs 
crucify'd the Lord of Glory. See Foſephas of the Feriſh Wars, 
Book II. Chap. 8. his Antiquities, Book XVIII. Chap. 2. Edit. 


Hudſon. 
of 


UK] 
of Foſephus. In another || Book in which 
this Epiſtle is publiſh'd, we meet with the 
following Words, Lentulus Pre ſident of 
Feruſalem, &c. But this is plainly a Ficti- 
on, for the reaſon juſt now given, vig. that 
there was no ſuch Perſon Preſident at Feru- 
alem during our Saviour's Abode upon Earth. 
4 In a publick .*. Library abroad, the ſame E- 
5 piſtle is found in a * Manuſcript with 
3 an Inſcription, which the Reader may 
F ſee + below; and in which there are more 
z manifeſt Marks of Forgery, than can eaſily 


4 be met with any where in ſo narrow a Com- 

9 paſs. However, it plainly diſcovers to us, 

Fo that, allowing . Lentulus to have been Pro- 

4 conſul then, and to have wrote a Letter to 
? 


Auguſtus, deſcribing our Saviour; this can- 
not poſſibly be the Letter, for one plain 
Reaſon, among ſeveral others, that it repre- 
. {ents our Saviour as a + Perſon then full 


grown, 


| Orthodoxographa, before cited. 

*. Fena in Germany. 

* Codex Evangeliorum Feſtalium. 

+ Temporibus Oftaviani Ceſaris P. Lentulus Proconſul in par- 
4 tibus Fudææ & Herodis Regis, Senatoribus Romanis hanc Epi- 
1 — Holam ſeripfiſſe fertur ; guæ poſtea ab Eutropio (a counterfeit Au- 
1 thor) reperta eff in Annalibus Romanorum. 

+ The Words of the Epiſtle which tell us fo are theſe : Hor 
tempore Vir apparuit & advuc vivit, Vir præditus potentia mag- 
na, nomen ejus Feſus Chriſtus: homines eum Prophetam potentem 

dicunt 
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grown, and come to Man's Eſtate, and as 
one who had wrought diyers Miracles; which 
things are no ways credible, becauſe our Savi- 
our was but about fourteen Years of Age, 
according to common Computation, at 
the Death of Auguſius; and never per- 
form'd any mighty Works, as far as we can 
learn from authentick Records, till he was 
thirty Years old or upwards. And is this 
Piece of Legendary Stuff to be confronted 
with the Prophecy of T/aiah, in order 
to prove that Jeſus was not the Meſſiah, 
who was generally expected by the Fews, 
as well as others at that Seaſon ? Sure- 
ly Men bear a moſt violent Hatred to 
the Lord Jeſus, and muſt be in great 
diſtreſs for Arguments againſt Him and his 
Religion, when they have recourſe to ſuch un- 
fair and pitiful Shifts, as appear in this and 
ſuch like Caſes. I own I ſhould not be able to 
lift up my Head, if I had us'd the like Fraud 
and Sophiſtry in the Diſproof of any thing, 
or of any Point either Sacred or Civil; and 
I ſhould have been very much ſurpriz'd at 


Aicunt; diſcipuli ejus Filium Dei vocant. Mortuos vivificat & 
gros ab omnis generis ægritudinibus & morbis ſanat. Vir eft 
alte ſtature, &. The ſame Epiſtle tells us, that he had a 
forked Beard, &c. Fabricii Codex Apocryphus Novi Teſta- 
menti Edit. Hamburgi 1719. p. 301, 302. 
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this manner of Procedure, had not conſtant 
Obſervation and Experience informed me, 
that Infidelity and Modeſiy are uſually very 
great Strangers to each other. If the golden 
Religion of Nature of this Set of Men, or if 
their Chriſtianity, as old as the Creation, dil- 
poſes them to ſuch unworthy Practices, I 
hope it never will, and I pray God it never 
may, have any Succeſs either in this, or in 
any other Part of the Univerſe. 

Tux next thing he attempts to prove, is, 
That there could be no Croud about our Sa- 
viour at Capernaum for the ſake of his preach- 
ing. And here he goes on blundering, and 
to blunder. He will ſtill ſuppoſe, and take 
for granted, in ſpite of all Evidence, that 
no People at that time could flock about Fe- 


ſus, but thoſe of his own City; which I 


have already ſhewn to be falſe. But ſuppoſe 
his own Neighbours would not come to ſce 


his Perſon, might they not flock to hear his 


Preaching ? Certainly if they had the leaft 
Reliſh, or eyen the leaſt ſpark of Curioſity 
left, they would endeayour to hear one, who 
ſpake as never Man ſpake, and whoſe Preach- 
ing was with Power and Authority. His 
Diſcourſes were very much admir'd then, 
and have been ſo eyer ſince in all Parts of the 

2 | World 


324 
World where they have been known. Even 
Heathens themſelves have allow'd them to 
be good; and thoſe who have deny'd the Di- 
vinity of his Perſon, have yet contended for 
the Excellency of his Doctrine. Our Author 
is the firſt Man I eyer heard of, that ſeems 
to call the Goodneſs of our Saviour's Preach- 
ing in queſtion, and to diſreliſh his incom- 
parable Diſcourſes. This Man ſurely has an 
exquiſite Palate, and a moſt diſtinguiſhing 
Judgment, to nauſeate and make light of 
that, which all the World have hitherto ad- 
mir'd and extoll'd. Notwithſtanding the 
Opinion of this Man, I will take for grant- 
ed, that our Saviour was an excellent 
Preacher. This Writer, out of good hu- 
mour to be ſure, * owns that ſuch a Preacher 
may ſometimes draw multitudes after him ; 
and if ſo, then this may be one of the times 
when thoſe of Capernaum preſs d to hear our 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter. If he will not al- 
low our Saviour to be an excellent Preacher, 
yet, in his good Graces, we may hope he 
will let him paſs for an indifferent one. Now 
ſuch an one, þ ſays he, (perhaps he talks by 
Experience) oftner draws multitudes after 
him. 'Then the oftner he drew Crouds after 


P. 53. + P. 53, 54. 11 
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him, the more likely it is that at ſome of 


thoſe, times the People of Capernaum, either 


partly. or wholly, made up that Croud; and 
very likely at that very time when the Pa- 


ralytick was heal'd of his Infirmity, for all 
that is hitherto alledg'd. to the contrary. 

B ur What Reaſon does he alledge, that 
thoſe of Capernaum would not come to hear 
his preaching? A very extraordinary one in- 
deed: That Jeſus, as a Prophet, was with- 
*« out Honour at Capernaum, his own Coun- 


try; and conſequently it is not to be ſup- 


% pos'd, that for his Doctrine he was ſo 
“ much follow'd here.” Now it falls out 
unluckily for this Author, that from all the 
four * Eyangeliſts it plainly appears, that 
this Saying was utter'd by our Saviour at 


| Nazareth, and not at Capernaum. What! 


Capernaum and Nazareth the ſame Place? 
This is indeed a new Pieceof Geography,for 
which I leaye his Admirers to return their 
Thanks. 

Le r us ſuppoſe, that our Lord 
and apply'd this Proverb to the People of 
Capernaum, yet this won't reach his Point ; 
becauſe this was a proverbial Saying, us'd 
on different Occafions by Fews and Gentiles, 


Matth. xiii. 57. Mark vi. 4. Luke iv. 24. John iv. 44- 
E and 
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[ 34 ] 


and ſignify d no more, than that one is com- 
monly leſs reſpected in his own Country, 
and at His own Home, than any where elſe. 


And therefore, tho' every one in Capernaum 


might not pay that Honour and Regard to 


our Lord, which was due to him; yet with 
many there he might be in high Efteem, and 
conſequently they would throng to fiew his 


preaching. And not only the Place, but 


the Time when this Proverb was ſpoklhn is 
alſo miſtaken, as may be ſeen in thoſe pla- 
ces where it is recorded by the Evangeliſts, 

being not at all coincident with the Time of 
healing the Paralytick; ſo that he might be 
Honour'd at one time at Capernaum, tho not 
at another. But Time and Place are nothing 
in this Man's way; he values not making 
this Year the laſt, and one Town the ſame 
— another that is at a great Diſtance from 
At this rate of reaſoning, a Man may 
be at a Place when he is very far from it, and 
be dead when he is truly alive. By this 


time I think it plainly appears, not only 


that there might be, but that really there 
was a great Multitude about our Saviour 
when he perform'd the Miracle now under 
Debate; and therefore this Author's Inſinu- 


ation ind the Truth of this Piece of Go- 
ſpel 
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[35 ] 
ſpel Hiſtory is falſe and diſingenuous. He 
would have Men believe, in ſpite of Truth 
and Probability, that there was no Reſort 
of People to our Saviour at Capernaum; to 
which he adds, by way of Ridicule, 1% 
we read he preach'd the Ward unto them. 

I zaxcr, when our Author was writing 
this, he was dreaming of hig own allegorical 
Meſah, and his preaching to an allegorival 
Congregation ; that is, in other Terms, a No- 
body was preaching to a Croud of Non-Eu- 
tities; Which in His allegoricak Goſpel may pals 
very well; but muſh be look'd upon as à fe- 
markable Piece of Nonſenſe in the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, I don't ſpeak this without 
Foundation; becauſe our Author allegorizes 
all Facts, Perſons and Things into Fables 
and mere Nothings ; whereas the antient Fa- 
thers, aſſur'd of the Reality of whatever is 
recorded in Scripture, made ule of them as 
ſo many Topicks to promote Chriſtian Piety, 
and the common Salyation of Mankind. 

Ir this and ſuch like practiſing can go 
down with ſome of this Author's Readers, I 
will then ſay they have the moſt implicit 
Faith, and the ſtrongeſt Digeſtion of any 
Men under the Face of the Sun. 


* See fourth Diſcourſe, p. 54. 
2 Wu n 


[36] 

W u x x he comes to his third Argument, 
to prove there could be no Collection of the 
People of Capernaum at the time when this 
Miracle is ſaid to be perform'd, he flutters 
and varies like the Wind, he ſhuffles and 
cuts, he toſſes about as if he knew not whe- 


ther he ſhould venture upon it or not ; whe- 
ther he ſhould affirm or deny, that Miracles 
might draw the Croud. After wavering in 
this manner, he at laſt confeſſes, that this is 
the likelieſt Reaſon of the Crouds and Throngs 
about Jeſus. But after about ten or eleven 
Lines at moſt, he aſſerts, That the Reaſon 
of this tumultuous crouding is hard to be 
accounted for. What! Was working Mira- 
cles the likelieſt Reaſon of drawing a Croud ? 
And is it notwithſtanding a Difficulty to give 
an account why this Croud ſhould come to- 
gether? This to me ſeems to be no inconſi- 
derable Abſurdity. However, let this paſs 
as it can. 

Leer us now examine what he farther al- 
ledges againſt any extraordinary Concourſe 
of People about our Saviour at that time. 
He makes a * © perhaps, that it was a Day 
appointed before-hand to heal the diſ- 
* easd; and therefore this Reaſon would 


The ſame Page 54. 
have 


have induc'd the People to make way for 
« the Lame, Blind and Paralytick to come 


0 


A 


to Jeſus; otherwiſe they fruſtrated their 


« own Hopes and Expectations of ſeeing 


„Miracles wrought ; and acted more un- 


« reaſonably than ever Mob did, or can be 
« ſuppos'd to do.” In anſwer to which, I 
would ask this Man what Foundation he has 
for ſuch a Suppoſition? In what Hiſtory he 
finds this Account? and what Authors can 
he quote to ſupport it? Matter of Fact is 
entirely againſt him; and he can make this 
Suggeſtion for no other Reaſon than to inſi- 
nuate, that this Miracle, if it was wrought, 
was a Juggle and Contrivance between our 
Lord and his Diſciples. Our Saviour neyer 
appointed a Day to work Miracles, but did 
them occaſionally, as he met with compaſ- 
ſionate Caſes, or when People apply'd to him 
in the Places whither he went; to prevent, 
no doubt, all manner of Suſpicion that they 
were not real Miracles, but the Reſult only 
of Cabals and artificial Contrivance. There- 
fore this Suggeſtion being falſe, all his Rea- 
ſonning built upon it muſt neceſſarily fall to 
the ground. I have not yet ſo mean an O- 
pinion of this Author's Underſtanding, but 
that he muſt ſee that this is a groundleſs 
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381 
Suppoſition. But notwithſtanding, he goes 
on, in ſpite of Knowledge and Conſcience, 
to impoſe this and ſuch like Devices upon 
the World for real and fubitantial Truths: 
A Practice altogether unbecoming a Man of 
Juſtice and common Probity. Surely he 
muſt think that many of his Readers never 
fearch the Scriptures. I am afraid this is 
too much the Caſe; becauſe if they read 
them with the Induſtry uſual in other mat- 
ters, and with a ſincere Inclination to em- 
brace what is Truth, they would never give 
up themſelves to believe ſuch Mifrepreten- 
tations of things ſacred, nor entertain ſuch 
degenerate Notions of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on. As to what he ſays about Mobs, and 
what it is likely * they will not do, I will 
allow htm to underftand them much better 
than I do: but notwithſtanding, I have 
heard more than once, that a Mob is a yery 
unruly thing ; and inſtead of making way 
for an infirm Man, has eats mee ſqueez'd 


A found one to death. 


Uryon Concluſion of the whole: If this 
is not Evidence, then I am ſure we may ut- 
terly deſpair of ever ſeeing any Evidence for 
the Facts of antient and diftant Times. 


Page 54. 
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[ 39 ] 


Tux next thing which comes to be can- 
vaſs'd, is, Whether raiſing the Paralytick to 


the Top of the Houle, and letting him 


down through the Roof, was an Enterprize 
that was practicable? The Writer with 
whom I am diſputing, ſays he has no Con- 
ception of the Poſſibility of it. On the o- 
ther fide, I will as peremptorily ſay, that 
any one of common Capacity may very ea- 
fly apprehend it. If this Man does not, 
his Conceptions ſurely muſt be either very 
Mallow, or elſe he muſt make Difficulties 
which did not really attend the Fact. This 
will appear, if we confider thoſe weighty 
Reaſons which he lays in the way againſt 
the Poſſibility of this Matter. 

Tux firſt he is pleas'd to alledge I will 
repeat in his own Words, of which I deſire 
you to take particular notice. * If they 
<« could not get to the Door of the Houſe 
for the Preſs, of conſequence they could 
© not come at the Sides of it.” Such a 
Conſequence, I am ſure, calls for a very ſub- 
ſtantial Proof. Let us hear that in his own 
Words, which run thus: — + © How 
6 ſhould they come at the Sides of it? 
Over the Heads of the Feoplet That's 


* Page 65. | + Ibid, 
not 


[ 49 ) 
«© not to be imagin'd; conſequently here 
« is another Difficulty in the Story, 
« that renders it yet more ſtrange and in- 
c credible.” The Strength and Subtilty of 
this Argument I muſt own I cannot con- 
ceive *; nor can I find by what Inference it 
follows, either in Logick or common Senſe, 
that the Attendants and Bearers of the Pa- 
ralytick could not come to the Sides of the 
Houſe, becauſe the Multitude throng'd a- 
bout the Door of it. It may with as much 
Reaſon be told me, that becauſe ſome Peo- 
ple ſtand before my Face, therefore that o- 
thers can't come on each ſide of me, or be- 
hind me; or becauſe ſome People were be- 
fore me, that conſequently they were round 
about me. Behold the Philoſophy and Diſ- 
cernment of this Man, who cannot diſtin- 
guiſh whether the ſame Individuals can be 
before, and behind you, and at each fide of 
you, at the ſame Juncture of time! What 


Illumination may the World expect from ſuch 
nice Sagacity, and ſuch profound Penetrati- 


on? And yet this is he who challenges Men 
of great Learning and Dignity to publick 
Diſputations. If his writing is ſo mean, 


Ego me non tam aſtutum, neque ita perſpicacem eſſe, certò 
ſcio. Terentius Heauten. Act. v. Scen. 1. 
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[ 41 ] 


what raw and undigeſted Stuff muſt his ex- 
temporary Thoughts and Effuſions be? 
Lr us now conſider his Argument for 
the Support of ſo ſtrange a Conſequence. 
L Could they get over the Heads of the 
cc People? that's not to be imagin'd.” In- 
deed it cannot be imagin'd that they gat 
oyer the Heads of the People, becauſe the 
People were not crouding at that part of the 
Houſe where the Paralytick was carry'd up. 
He ſhould have prov'd, that the Multitude 
ſurrounded the whole Houſe where Jeſus 
was, and then there would have appear'd 
ſome Difficulty. But ſeeing he has not done 
this, and is in his old way of taking things 
for granted without any manner of Proof, 
the World will juſtly expect from him ſome 
Evidence to ſupport what he ſays; and that 
he produce ſome antient Hiſtory or Autho- 
rity, as a Voucher of what is advanced with 
ſo much Aſſurance. St. + Mark acquaints us, 


that many were gather'd together ; inſomuch 


that there was not room to receive them, no 
not ſo much as about the door. But not one 
Syllable is ſaid, that the Croud throng'd a- 
round the whole Houſe. Our Author is the 
firſt that has ſuggeſted this; and therefore 


* Page 56. + Mark ii. 2. 
x what 
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[ 42 ] 
what he ſays (© how ſhould they come over 
the Heads of the People?) is making an 
Objection without any manner of ground 
for it. He would haye the World believe, 
that the Scripture fays what it never ſaid; 
and then he brings this as an Argument a- 
gainſt the Reality of things related in the 
Goſpel. At this rate of proceeding, all the 
moſt authentick Hiſtories in the World may 
be proved only ſo many Legends. If one 
can make them ſay what they do not ſay, 
and not fay what they do ſay, (which 
is his way of treating the Scriptures) there 
will be an end of the 'Truth and Reality of 
all Matters of Fact at once. This is a 
Spunge that will wipe out almoſt every 
thing that in Books or Diſcourſe is or can 
be uſeful to Mankind; for which rare In- 
vention, I believe the generality of the World 
will think themſelves no ways obliged to 
him. And not only ſo, but in this way of 
miſrepreſenting the Senſe and Meaning of 
Mankind, one may be condemn'd for trea- 
ſonable Expreſſions, who never utter'd a 
treaſonable Word. Put into a Man's Mouth 
what he never ſpake, and take it for grant- 
ed without Proof, and then he may be diſ- 
patch'd at the Pleature of his Adverſaries. 
This 
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[43 ] 


This is the 'Tendency of the Principles and 
Practices of this Man and his Brethren ; and 
this opens an Inlet to all manner of Baſeneſs 
and Treachery that can poſſibly be imagin'd ; 
which ought to warn every body againſt 
giving into Schemes ſo deſtructive of the 
Welfare of Mankind. Let us however ſup- 
poſe in this Writer's own way, that there 
actually was a multitude of People around 
the whole Houſe; yet it is very probable, 
that they might willingly and with great 
readineſs make way for the Bearers to bring 
the infirm Perſon to the ſides of the Houſe; 
ſince their thronging at ſuch a diſtance cou'd 
be with no other View than to get a Paſſage 
to our Saviour, as ſoon as thoſe who had 
been before them had ſatisfy'd their Deſires 
or Curioſity, or had ſtaid ſo long as their ne- 
ceſſary Buſineſs would permit. So ſoon as 
this was over, the more likely were they to 
ſee and hear ſome of the wondrous things 
which paſs'd that Day: One of which was 
the Miracle now before us; and therefore if 
the Multitude withſtood the Approach of 
the Bearers of the Paralytick to the ſides of 
the Houle, they would, in our Author's 
own Words, have * © fruſtrated their own 
* Page 54. | 
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[ 44 ] 

« Hopes and Expectations of ſeeing Mira- 
cles wrought; and acted more unreaſon- 
« ably than ever Mob did, or can be ſup- 
“ pos'd to do.“ 

Ap now our Author is taking a Pro- 
ſpect, and * © beholding him (i. e. the Pat 
&« ralytick) and his Bearers with their Pul- 
* leys, Ropes and Ladders (that were not 
at hand, nor.could ſuddenly be procur'd) 


% hauling and heaving him to the top of 
the Houſe.” What! The Paralytick with 


his Bearers heaving himſelf to the top of the 


Houſe? If this is Senſe, then I leave every 
one to determine, whether there 1s any ſuch 
thing as Nonſenſe in the World. But to 
paſs this over as well as we can, what occa- 
ſion was there for Ropes and Pulleys, to 
hoiſt the Paralytick to the top of the Houſe ? 
And if there was occaſion for them, how 
does he prove that they could not eaſily be 
procured? We have nothing for this piece of 
Hiſtory, but his own bare word; and that I 
think can be of no great weight with any 
one, who retains the leaſt reliſh for Truth 
and Sincerity. 

I asx this Author again, What occaſion 
was there for Ropes and Pulleys? In Pa- 


* Page 57. | 


leſtine 
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leſtine and other Eaſtern Countries, and 
likewiſe in ſome Parts of Greece and Rome, 
they had Ladders, Steps or Stairs, either 
fix'd or moveable, whereby they went up to 
the tops of their Houſes, where they often 
ſpent a great deal of their time in ſundry 


* See Grotius, Matth. xxiv. 17. Videtur de ſolario alia quam 
per domum deſcendi potuiſſe, per ſcalas nimirum in publicum pro” 
jectas, quales deſcribit in Pheniſfſis Euripides. He next quotes 
Ariſtotle in the Words following: Sic & Ariftoteles Oeconomi- 
cn II. ait fuiſſi ut e, (i. e. Contignationes) ita & Au- 
Calurs Wepigνανναg eig mas y ,t as, i. e. Scalas que in 
publicum prominerent. See likewiſe Father Lamy de Tabernacu- 
lo Feederis in Col. 616, 617. and in ſeveral other Places of that 
great Work. The Steps without the Houſe to convey People to 
the top of them, are ſo commonly known to thoſe who have 
read any thing about theſe matters, that it muſt be a Surprize to 
em to find any one imagine, (and a mere Imagination it is) that 
People were uſually hoiſted up to the top of the Houſe with 
Ropes and Pulleys. Authors never differ about the Reality and 
common Uſe of thoſe exterior Steps, but only about the Form and 
Make of them. Father Lamy takes thoſe zajuaxes to be ſuch 
as are now generally us'd by Workmen ; but I muſt beg leave to 
differ from this Learned Author, taking them to be ſuch as were 
more ſafe and ſubſtantial, for the frequent occaſion of Men, Wo- 
men and Children to aſcend to the Houſe-tops, and to carry ne- 
ceſſary Burthens up thither. P/iny in his Natural Hiſtory, 
Lib. vi. mentions the xzAliueZ wveyaan ; and in his 14th Book, 
Chap. 1. Etiam nunc Scalis Tectum Epheſie Diane ſcanditur, 
una e vite Cypria, ut ferunt, quoniam ibi ad præcipuam amplitu- 
dinem (not altitudinem) exeunt. This Scala was not our com- 
mon Ladder, but what we call Steps or Stairs of Wood; of 
which latter Sort, I take thoſe to have been which were com- 


monly uſed on the Outſide of the Houſes in Fudea, and other 
Countries. | 
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461 
ways and manners. So that theſe Steps were 
in readineſs almoſt every where in Judea, 
eſpecially in Places of publick Reſort, of 
Trade and Buſineſs; by which means Mat- 
ters might be tranſacted between Man and 
Man without any Inconvenience, and with- 
out giving diſturbance to thoſe particularly 
who inhabited the lower Part of the Houſe. 
And the way into the Houſe by the Top of 
it was ſo common, that there muſt in reaſon 
be ſome convenient Aſcent thither, without 
being pull'd up every time, or climbing ſuch 
a Ladder as is ordinarily made uſe of among 
us. And therefore, the two Evangeliſts who 
relate the exterior Circumftances preceding 
this Miracle, make not the leaſt Difficulty 
of going up to the Top of the Houſe : So 
far from it, that St. Mark paſſes it over as a 
thing very common, and makes his firſt Stop 
at the uncovering the Roof; and the other 
plainly ſays they went upon the houſe top, with- 
out intimating any thing extraordinary in it. 
The only Stop made is at the Place where 
the Paralytick was to be let down, and none 
at all to pully him up, as this Author would 
fain have the World believe. Some Difficul- 
ties, and ſome Inconyeniencies, without 
doubt, muſt needs attend this Undertaking. 


The 


. 

The Aſcent to the Top of the Houſe might 
not be ſo ealy to the Paralytick as that with- 
in might have been : The Delay of his Cure, 
which opening part of the Roof of the Houſe 
would occaſion, and perhaps the Pain of be- 
ing let down through the Opening, might 
increaſe his Uncaſineſs, as well as add to the 
Trouble and Labour of his Bearers and At- 
tendants. But ſuppoſe there had been great- 
er Difficulties in it, they would by no means 
deſtroy the Credibility of this Miracle. Dit- 
ficulties generally attend the greateſt and 
moſt charitable Actions. And becauſe of thoſe 
Difficulties, muſt we disbelieve that eyer any 
ſuch things were done? Surely ſuch Reaſon- 
ing is very fallacious, becoming none but 
the indolent and unaQtive Part of Mankind. 

I'n the midſt of this Proſpect he aſſerts 
that Pullies, and Ropes, and Ladders, * were 
not at hand, nor could ſuddenly be pro- 
«© cured;” and yet at the ſame time, which 
is wondrous, he ſees the Bearers, (and the 
Paralytick, as I noted before,) hauling 
and heaving the Paralytick to the Top of 
the Houſe; and a little after, in the ſame 
Page, he allows that Art and Pullies would 
raile the Man and his Bed to the Top of the 
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Houle, 
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[ 48 
Houſe, but aſſerts that they wanted both 
theſe for the preſent. I agree that Art and 
Pullies might do ſuch a thing; but then 
I muſt ask him, as he loves to ask Queſtions 
himſelf, how he comes to know that the 
Bearers or Attendants wanted either or 
both of theſe? For ought he knows, or 
has proved to the contrary, ſome of 
the Bearers and Attendants might be 
of ſuch Occupation as might render them 
very dexterous and ſeryiceable in that piece 
of Work ; but if they were not expert that 
way, ſome, amidſt ſo great a Croud, might 
very likely be found, who were skilful in 
matters of that kind : And if Pullies were 
the common way of Conveyance, as he all 
along ſuppoſes, they could not, for any com- 
paſs of time, be at a loſs for them in a 
Place where they muſt neceflarilybe of ſuch 
conſtant uſe. Our Author therefore is at 
his old Game, of ſaying ſomewhat, and pro- 
ving nothing. I muſt ask further, Why 
they wanted both Art and Pullies ? Since in 
the caſe before us, they might have Art 
without Materials, or might have Materials 
without Art. In the firſt way of thinking, 
the thing was impoſſeble to be done; and in 
the latter it was troubleſome, or very difji- 
| cult, 
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49 ] 
cult, tho not impoſſible. The firſt way, if 
he had brought ſubſtantial Proofs for it, 
would have done the buſineſs, but the lat- 
ter, tho difficult, would prove ineffectual to 
the Purpoſes for which he is pleas'd to al- 
ledge it; however, his Hand being in, he 
ſeems reſoly'd to go thorough- ſtitch with it. 

In the very ſame Page he tells us, that it 
is not of much conſequence of what Height 
the Houſe was where our Saviour was at 
that time. I have two very ſubſtantial Ob- 
jections againſt this Aſſertion; the one 
founded upon common Reaſon and Experi- 
ence, and the other upon his own Method 
of arguing. 

Tux Firſt is, That if there was a com- 
modious way of going to the Top of the 
Houſe by the Outſide of it, which I think 
is now a Matter in proof in this Cauſe, yet 
the higher the Place is to which a Man is 
to go, or be conyey'd, the greater muſt be 
the Difficulty of getting thither. For Ex- 
ample: If a Man in perfe& Health is to 
aſcend to any Place where there are many 
Degrees and Steps of Riſing, it muſt be al- 
low'd by indiſputable Experience, that it is 
a greater Labour, if not a greater Trouble to 
him: But ſuppoſe a Man of Infirmity is 
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either to go thither himſelf, or to be con- 
veyd to the ſame Height by others, will 
not this increaſe the Uneaſineſs and Diffi- 
culty of it? I apprehend this to be perfectly 
agreeablj to common Senſe, but I find com- 
mon Szafe is nothing with thoſe who ſeem 
reſoly'd to diſpute the Chriſtian 
Religion, which is cftabliſh'd by Divine Au- 
thority, attended with the Evidence of the 
greateſt and moſt numerous Miracles that 
ever were perform'd in any Part of the Crea- 
tion. 

T xx other Argument to ſhew that the 
Height of the Houſe was of more than or- 
dinary Conſequence in the Caſe before us, I 
draw from what he owns himſelf. He aſ- 
ſerts that Ropes and Pullies to draw up the 
Paralytick were not fuddenly to be procur'd; 
tho' it can't be well imagin'd it ſhould be 
fo, if by help of theſe Materials People were 
uſually convey'd to the 'Tops of their Houſes. 
However, he aſſerts it; from whence, by 
fair Reaſoning, it will follow that even in 
this way the Height of the Houſe, muſt be 
of conſequence, becauſe the higher the Houſe, 
the longer and more ſubſtantial muſt thoſe 
Materials be wherewith to aſcend to the 
Top of it, and thoſe, we may fairly pre- 

ſume, 
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[$1 ] 
ſarne, were more ſcarce than thoſe of ordinary 
Length and Size; and therefore the Low- 
nefs or Loftineſs of the Houſe muſt have 
been of Conſequence in this Cafe. And 
what farther makes it of Conſequence, is, 
That to be drawn up to a Houſe of a great 
Height, would make it much more uneafy 
to an infirm Man efpecially, than be drawn 
up to the top of one which is much lower. - 
O ux Author himfelf, in the Lines im- 
diately following, ſeems to think it of ſome 
Conſequence to his Cauſe; and therefore tells 
us, that ö ſome for the Credit of the Sto- 
« ry, may fay it was a very low one, tho 
« antient and modern Commentators are pret- 
«© ty well agreed, that it was an upper Room 
« where Jeſus was; conſequently the Houſe 
« was at leaſt two Stories high.” This ſure- 
ly was faid to increaſe the Difficulty of get- 
ting to the top of the Houſe, or ele it was 
faid to no manner of purpoſe: And if it was 
of no Confequence whether low or lofty, 
why does he contend that it was at leaſt two 
Stories high? In ſhort, with 4 him it is of 
great Conſequence and of little Conſequence 


at the ſame time. 
Page 57. 
+ ———pergis pugnantia ſecum 
Frontibus adverſis componere. Hos. Satyr. Lib. I. Ser. 1. 
G 2 ALLow- 


1 


Ar TLowixe, what he contends for, that 
this Houſe was at leaft two Stories high, it 
by no means infers what he aims at, nor 
does it by fair DeduQtion neceſſarily follow, 


that it was of any conſiderable Height. It 


is in vain for me to tell People, it being al- 
ready ſo well known to every body, what a 
great Diſproportion there is in the Altitude 
of the Stories of different Houſes. If he 
would increaſe the Difficulty of getting up 
the Paralytick to the top of the Houſe 
where our Saviour was, and give due 
Strength to his Objection, he muſt give the 
World an exact Meaſurement of the 
Height of each of thoſe Stories from antient 
Writers of known Credit and Authority, 
and not from mere Imagination and ground- 
leſs Suggeſtions. Till this is done, I ſhall 
take it for granted that it was low and hum- 
ble, as I belieye the generality of Houſes in 
Capernaum were; and I am the more incli- 
ned to this, becauſe Learned Men think that 
the Houſe in which Jeſus was, belong'd to 
St. Peter, who was a Fiſherman, and there- 
fore cannot be ſuppos'd to have had a very 
ſtately Habitation; from whence it follows, 
that the Aſcent to the top of it could not 
be ſo difficult as this Author repreſents it. 


ArrER 


[ 53 ] 


 Arrex his late Proſpect, we now behold 
him taking a View © of the Paralytick and 
© his Bearers on the Top of the Houſe, 
« with their Hatchets and Hammers, Sc. 
« (which they forgot to bring with them) un- 
covering the Houſe? What! are they got 
to the Top without Art or Pullies ! This 
our Writer will certainly allow to be a very 
cunning Trick, tho? he will not allow any 
Cunning in projecting to let down the in- 
firm Perſon through the Tyleing. And im- 
mediately again after this he beholds the 
Paralytick as well as his Bearers with Hat- 
chets and Hammers, uncovering the Houle. 
This was a rare Show indeed, to fee the 
poor impotent Man hard at Work, who 
could neither ſtir Hand nor Foot. Next at- 
ter that, he ſees them with their Hatchets 
and Hammers in their Hands, tho' they for- 
got to bring them. Here is a Complica- 
tion of Abſurdities and Inconſiſtencies. 
Had this been the Goſpel-Hiſtory it had been 
incredible. 'This, as it is dreſſed up, is not 
the Goſpel of Fe/as Chriſt, but his own; 
which his Friends, and particularly his Fer 
i/þ Rabbi (a) may believe if they pleaſe ; 


(a) Credat Judzus Apella 
Non ego Hor. Lid. I. Satyr. Cap. 5- _ 


{or 


( 54 ] 
for my own part, I can by no means per- 
ſuade myſelf to give any Credit to it. FF 
Ir may very juſtly be preſum'd that the i# 

Bearers and Attendants of the Paralytick ji 

did not bring their Hatchets and Hammers, 
&c. becauſe they did not foreſee any Occa- * 
ſion for them; as is plain from their Ex pe- 4 þ 
Qation of entering in by the lower Door of "F 
the Houſe. This I will allow, but I can't 
. perſuade my ſelf to ſpeak Nonſenſe with 
this Man, and to ſay, as he does, that 
they forgot to bring them with them; © for 3 
„ they could not think of any Uſe they 1 
* ſhould have for them.” If they could not 
think of any Uſe they ſhould have for them, 
then there was no Reaſon to remember them; 
and if there was no Reaſon to remember 
them, then they can't in any Propriety of 
Speech be ſaid to forget them; becauſe a 
Man can only be faid to forget thoſe things, 
which, in common courſe, he might ea- 


fily foreſee would be of Service in the Place =_ 
whither he was going. ; 
| Trar ſome Inſtruments were neceſſary y 
| to open the Roof of the Houſe, is a mat- Y 
| ter beyond all diſpute; and if thoſe who F 
| bore and attended the Paralytick, brought i 
| none of them along with them; yet I think 4 


any 


1551 


any one of common reading may juſtly con- 
clude, that they might be eaſily procur'd, 
where this Miracle was perform d. Caper- 
naum was a Place which ſtood on the Sea- 
coaſt of Gennezareth, where there was no 
inconſiderable Number of Boats and Ships 


for carrying on the Trade of Fiſhery, and 
other Buſineſs, common in Cities of a like 
Situation. Several of which Boats and Ships, 
as may be fairly preſum'd, were either re- 
pair'd or built there, or both. Beſides, in a 
Town of Commerce there muſt be Ar- 
tificers, if not of all, yet of the moſt n- 
ſual Occupations, and conſequently ſuch 
Tools as were neceſſary in the Caſe before 
us, might readily be procur'd in great abun- 
dance. But why ſuch a multitude of me- 


chanical Implements, as he ſuggeſts, ſhould 


be wanting to open a {mall Paſſage on the 
Roof of the Houſe, can enter into a very 
few Heads to conceive. With his Hatchets and 
Hammers, and his & cetera; one would 
imagine, that theſe Men were about to de- 
moliſh ſome ſtrong Hold or fortify'd Caſtle: 
Whereas they were only to take up a few 
Tiles, and to looſen a few Spars, which 
might be fixed to the main Beams or Rat- 


ters by an Iron Screw, or a Pin of Wood. 


Or 


[56] 


Or let us ſuppoſe, that Saws were neceſſary 
to ſeyer two or three Spars, to make a con- 
venient Paſſage for the Paralytick and his 
Bed into the Room where our Saviour was; 
even then ſuch a little piece of Work would 
be no great trouble, no more than it would 
raiſe a great deal of Duſt. But I find this 
Writer reſolved to throw Duſt in plenty in- 
to the Eyes of his Readers, how little ſo- 
ever might fall upon the Congregation there 
aſſembled. 
T x1s Man, for ought I know, may look 
upon what he has before ſaid, as a notable 
Piece of Banter and Ingenuity. But for my 
Life, I can't find out the Wit of this Per- 
formance; and truly, I ſhould neyer have 
dreamt of any ſuch thing, unleſs he himſelf 
had ſaid, that“ our Clergy would be diſ- 
© guſted at his ludicrous Diſplay of this 
„Miracle; and that a Reyerend Perſon 
« would exclaim againſt him, and ſay, That 
© this is turning a miraculous Fact, and a 
divine Teſtimony of our Religion, into 
«© Ridicule.” 

Ir our Writer takes this for Wit and Fa- 
cet iouſneſs, I'll only ſay that he moſt grie- 


vouſly miſtakes his own + Talents. 

See Page 63. + At etiam quodam loco facetus eſſe 
voluiſti. Quim id, Dii boni? te non decebat? CIERO's 
ſecond Philippick, p. 412. publiſhed by Grævius 1698, To 
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To make this Labour of opening the 
Roof ſtill more ſhort and eaſy, and to ſhew 
how needleſs it was to take up ſuch a num- 


ber of Tiles and Rafters as this Writer in- 
ſinuates: It muſt be obſery'd, as was before 


fignify'd, that there were Doors at the tops 


of their Houſes, through which they paſs'd 
from within to the Roof, and from the 
Roof paſs'd into the Houſe again; and 
therefore, laying open a ſmall part of the 
Roof adjoining to the Door, would make a 
ſufficient Paſſage for the Paralytick and his 
Bed to go thorough. 

Tux Houſes in Fudea were plain and 
flat Roof'd, and very much us'd for divers 
Purpoſes by their Inhabitants, and others, 
as I will prove hereafter; and therefore in 


common Senſe there muſt have been a con- 


venient Paſſage ſomewhere or other to go 
to the top of them; and this we are told 
was a Door, to which they aſcended by 
Stairs or Steps in the inſide of the Houſe. 
The * Babylonick Talmud wrote many Cen- 
turies ago, informs us, that the Bier of a 
famous Rabbi deceas'd', was too large to 
pafs through the Door below, and therefore 
Tract. Mead Katon, Fol. 251, cited by Lightfoot on Mark 


ü. 4+ | 3 3 5 45 
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Mis Frlends and Acquaintunce reſdl vd to 


Houſe, and from the top to ednvey Hin 
down, in order to be bary's: Upon this 
another eminent Rabbi interpos d, and told 
them from the Authority of the Deceas't, 
that it tended to the Credit and Reputati= 
on of a wiſe and learned Man to be carry'd 
out at the Tower Door of the'Houfe. What 
They did in the Caſe juſt ttow metitiot'd, 
I leave our Author, amd his Jewiſh Rabbi 
to determine. From tlie former part of the 
Story it is clear, that there was an Open- 
ing, or Door, by which Perſons, or any 
other Thing, might be con vey'd Kom with 
in to the top of the Houſe, and that from 
therice there was a Convenience on the out- 
fide to go down, or catry Perſons or 
Things to the Surface of the L Bath. 
Tur, 1 think, is Evidence ſufficient to 
On vinee any unprejudiced Man; but not- 
Wichiſtanding our Atthor feenis very much 
difinclin'd to believe it: And therefore to 
overthtow this Truth, he, according to 
Cuſtom, mifrepreſents the Serrſe of the 
texriied Author, who produces this Autho- 
rity, and would have his Readers believe 
that Dr. Lightfoot had ſaid, that the Paru- 


Iytick. 


carry him to. the Doot at the top of the 


[ 59 ] 
lytick and his Couch were let down into 
the Preſence of our Savieur, * by a little 
widening of the figes of the Door. His Der 
ſign in this, was to make it inconſiſtent 
with the Account of the Eyangelifts, who 
tell us that the Paralytick was let down 
through the Hing. Nut ſuppoſe the Doctar 
had aſſerted that the Paralytick was let 
down by widening the ſides of the Door, * 
would not anſwer this Writer's Purpoſe. It 
might proye, indeed, that the Doctor was 
miſtaken; but it by no means proves, that 
there were no Doors at the tops of the 
Houſes in Judea; or that there was no 
Door at the top of the Houſe where our 
Saviour was, which is the Point for which 
he ſtruggles. To fay that the ſides of the 
Door were not widen'd, and to infer from 
thence, that there was no Door at all, is 
but @ very ſorry way of arguing, This 
widening the ſides of the Door is entirely 
his own Invention, though he has the Diſ- 
ingenuity to father it upon the Doctor. If 
any one pleaſes to caſt his Eye to the + bot- 

tom 


* Page. 59. 
+ The Doctor's Words are theſe on Mark ii. 2 Edit. Quarts 


at Cambridge, 1663. ** Deinde cum oftium, in omni tecto foret, 
«< per quod a partibus domus inferioribus aſcenſum eft in tectum, 
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tom of che Page, he will find that what 1 
ſay i is Truth, and that what the Doctor ſays 
is perfectly reconcileable and conſiſtent with 


the Hiſtory of the Evangeliſts. 


As to the latter part of this Talmudick 
piece of Hiſtory, what Deciſion was made 
in the Caſe, and whether the dead Body 
with the Bier was haul'd and heay'd, in our 
Author's Phraſe, to the top of the Houſe, 
or whether it was carry'd out at the lower 
Door, I will not poſitively ſay. The laſt 
to me ſeems moſt probable, as moſt expreſ- 
five of Reſpect, and moſt ſuitable to the 


« Hoc autem nimis anguſium eſſet grabato & grote demittendo, 
« ili ſpatium illud dilatant, evulſis tegulis circumpoſitis.“ 
And in the very next Paragraph it follows, Bene, perfoſſo 
0 tecto demittitur Paralyticus eis 7 Vvatpeooy.” Tranſlated 
thus by Mr. Sztrype ; © Then ſeeing there was a Door in 
« every Roof through which they went up from the lower 
«« Parts of the Houſe into the Roof; and they being too nar- 
* row to let down the Bed, and the ſick Man in it, they wi- 
« den'd that Space by pulling off the Tiles that lay about it.” 
And again, ** Well, having made a Hole through the Roof, the 


% Paralytick is let down into the Upper-Chamber.” See 


Mr. Strype's Tranſlation of theſe Paſſages, Vol. II. p. 334, 
335, publiſh'd in Folio at London, 1684. Upon this view of the 
Matter, I am confident that ever y Reader will be able to pre- 
nounce, that the Evangeliſts and the Doctor are in perfect Har- 
mony. Here the World has a juſt Specimen and Proof of the 
Faithfulneſs and Sincerity of our Author. 


AH niger et; bunt tu Romane cavete. 
Hor. Satyr. Lib. 1 Serm. IV. 
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Dignity of the deceas'd Perſon, If ſo, then 


Room muſt be made for him by Hatchets, 
Hammers, or ſome Mechanical Inſtruments 
which would undoubtedly raiſe a greater 
Duſt than removing a few Tiles, and per- 
haps ſawing a Rafter or two; and the 


Fall of Stones, or other Materials, might as 


much endanger the Lives or Limbs of ſome 
of his Bearers and Attendants: Which 
Matter I leave his Jewiſh Rabbi or himſelf 
to clear up to the World. 

Bur it may be ſaid, that the People 
which were near the Door might moye 
away from it. I ſay, the People near the 
Place in which the Breach was made on the 
top of the Houſe did the fame. They cer- 
tainly retir'd from under that part of the 
Houſe, and we can't look upon the whole 
Congregation to be ſuch a parcel of un- 
thinking Creatures, as not to provide for 
their own Safety, or that they would prefer 
the Life of a ſingle Man, to the Security 
and Preſervation of a great Number of 
People; many of which, among ſo large a 
Collection, might be of much greater Uſe, 
and conſequently of greater Importance to 
the good of Mankind. At the Appearance 
therefore of ſuch Hazards as this Authar 
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ſuggeſts, they would have order'd the Para- 


lytick's Friends and Bearers to deſiſt from 
an Attempt ſo pernicious and deſtructive to 


great Numbers of People there aſſembled 


together; and no Man in common Senſe can 
imagine but that they would with unani- 
mous Voice declare againſt it; becauſe every 
ones Safety is recommended to him equally 
by the Inſtinct of Nature and the „ 
of Religion. 

As for the Annoyance, Diſturbance or 
Inconveniencies which might attend it, 
a Man muſt have a very fordid Opinion of 
any Congregation of People, who would not 
ſubmit to be fome way incommoded for 
the ſake of a poor diſtreſsd Brother, whoſe 
Malady was deſperate, and who muſt have 
expir'd without immediate Aſſiſtance. As 
therefore it is natural to think, that in caſe 
of manifeft Jeopardy they would have re- 
monſtrated againſt ſuch an Enterprize ; fo 
from their utter ſilence in this Caſe we may 
fairly conclude, that there was no manner 
of danger at all. But they are as filent about 
the Inconvenience, as well as the Danger, 
and therefore it may be concluded that there 
was no Inconvenience. In Anſwer to 
which, I fay it is a very unfair Inference; 
becauſe Men of Charity and Compaſſion do 


not 


[63] 


not think it worth their while to publifhand 
make a Merit of that which eyery one would 
in equity expect from them. By what I 
can learn from this Writer, neither he nor 
his Accomplices would have been incommo- 
ded for the Benefit of any oe, however 
diftrefs'd and in what a ealamitous Caſe ſoever. 
Leer us now ſee what he advances to 
prove that the Paralytick was not let down 
itito the Prefence of Jeſus, by widening 
the Paſſage at the Door on the Top of the 
Houfe, but that a Breach was made in the 
midft of the Room where our Saviour was. 
Truly he tells us, * he would yield tothis 
4 Opinion if it was not liable to the fol- 
« lowing Objections, viz. that it is not 
*« reconcileable to what St. Luke ſays of 
« their letting the Paralytick down through 
« the Tiling, with his Couch, in the midft 
« where Jeſus was; nor hardly confiftert 
« with what St. Mark fays of their uncover- 
6 ing and breaking up the Roof of the 
« Houſe. Which Expreffion the Evangelifts 
« Had never us'd, if there had been a Door 

« for him todeſcend by”. 
Wurar he ſays is of no manner of Force, 
either to diſprove Dr. Lighifoot's Opinion, or 
* Pap. 59. of his Diſcourſe on this Parable. 


o 


[ 64 ] 
to prove that the Paralytick was let down 
exactly in the Middle of the Houſe. If he 
is really ignorant that pay, or the midſt, does 
not always, or does but very ſeldom denote 
the Middle or Centre of any Place or Col- 
lection of People, I muſt therefore in com- 
mon charity to him, and thoſe who may 
poſſibly be miſled by him, ſet this Matter 
in a clear Light. It is a Thing beyond all 
diſpute, that generally, according to the 
Phraſe of Scripture and the Eaſtern way of + 
Expreſſion, one is ſaid to be in the midſt 
of any Place or Congregation when he is 
within the Precin&s of that Place, or makes 
one of the number of People collected to- 
gether. This is ſo frequent, that no man- 
ner of Queſtion can fairly ariſe about it. 
It is fo common a Mode of Speech, that 
comparatively ſpeaking it is very rarely 
uſed in any other way. I am therefore a- 
maz'd that the Learned + Geierus ſhould 
talk of this Matter with a ſeeming Faint- 
neſs and Heſitation, when ſo many Exam- 
ples of this kind ſtare a Man in the Face, 
and encourage him to pronounce his Opini- 
on without the leaſt Scruple or Doubting. 
Time would fail me, if I were to produce all 


+ Vid. Geierus in Plalmos, xxii. 22. cxvi. 19. cxxxvi. 14. 
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the Places which prove what I have aſſerted : 

I ſhall only alledge a few which I think will 
put this Matter beyond all reaſonable 
diſpute. In Exodus xiv. 16. it is ſaid that 
the Children of I/7ael ſhould go through 
the midſi of the Sea: And a little after- 
wards it is ſaid, that the 1/7aelites went in- 
to the mid? of the Sea, and that the Egyp- 


tians purlu'd them into the midſt of the 


Sea. Now if we ſhould interpret this ſtrict- 
ly, that they went thro' the Centre, or ex- 


actly through the middle Part of that Sea, 
it would be-a great Error in Geography, and 


very much diſturb the Account given us by 
Moſes of that Paſſage. Any one who will caſt 
his Eye upon the Map made of that Sea, will 
eaſily diſcover how falſe a Notion it muſt be, 
to take it in that ſtrictneſs which the Expreſſi- 
on ſeems to ſuggeſt to unattentive and incuri- 
ons Readers. In common Senſe therefore, and 
in common Reaſon, nothing can be ſuppos'd 
more, than that they went through /ome 
Part of the Red Sea, and that the Waters 
ſtood up on each Side as a Wall as they 
paſs'd thorough. And here a learned Au- 


thor * agrees with us, that going through the 


* See Neldius in his Treatiſe on the Hebrew Particles. 
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midi of the Sea, is only paſſing through 
3 ſome part of that Sea. The famous and 
1 celebrated Kimchi in his Comment upon 
5 the cxxxvi. P/alm, is ſo far from thinking 
that their paſſage was directly through the 
midft of the Red Sea, that he takes this 
Phraſe to denote only their walking in the 
+ bottom of the Waters But if this renown'd 
Rabbi had conſulted his Grammar, and had 
not gone out of his own way, he would have 
eaſily found that he was in a great Miſtake. 
But I leave our Writer's Fewi/h Rabbi, 
whom he has ſo often conſulted; to vindi- 
cate the Comment of an Author of fo 
much Credit for his Expofitions of Scripture. 

* AnoTrxrtsr notion of this Phraſe 
from the midſt of them, is ſuggeſted to us in 
the 115 verſe of the cxxxvith Palm: Where 
the Words, as it is in the + Hebrew, ſignify 
no more than from among them; as our Engliſh 
Tranflation very truly renders it, in exact 
conformity to the || Chaldaick and Syriack 
Verſions, as well as to the common Senſe and 
Underſtanding of Mankind. 


+ Kimchi's Commentary upon the Place. His word is 


72 upon P/alm cxxxvi. 14. CS2INN. 
| | See the Chaldes and Syriack Paraphraſes upon Exzekie/ 
"Iman: 
| Bur 


[ 67 ] 
Bor an Inftance nearer to our purpoſe 
we meet with in the 24 Book of Samuel, 
iv. 6. And they (i. e. Baanah and Rechab 
the Sons of Rimmon ) came thither, where 
Iſhboſheth dwelt, into the midſi of the Houſe 
as though they would have fetch'd Wheat, 
or g as Solomon Farchi interprets theſe Words, 
with the Merchants or Dealers or Buyers of 
Wheat, or as R. Levi, Ben Garſon, with 
the Men that bought Wheat. The mea- 
ning of which is'plainly no more than this, 
that they came into the Houſe, as evidently 
appears from the ſubſequent Verſe, if not 
from that which immediately precedes it. 
Becauſe in the 77h Verſe, which is the Ex- 
planation of the Verſe before, it is faid, 
that they .*. came into the Houſe, not into 
the midſs of the Houſe. From whence it is 
obyious, that the coming into the midſt of 
the Houſe or any other Place, was only a 
common Phraſeology or a manner of Speech, 
to ſignify. their coming into the Yerge or 
Compaſs of that Place or Houſe in whatever 
Part of it they happen'd to be: And the 
coming into the mid of any Congregation 
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[ 68 ] 
or Collection of People, denoted only that 


whoever did ſo, made a Part and was one of 
that Congregation. | 


I wrrr add further, and acquaint 


him and his Brethren, that in Scrip- 


ture Expreſſion in the midſt ſometimes ſigni- 
fies no more than to be in the Preſence, or 
to appear publickly before any one Perſon or 
Number of People. For the Proof of what 
I have juſt now advanc'd, two Texts occur 
tomy Memory. The firſt is in Deuteronomy 
xxxii. 51. Becauſe ye ſanCtify'd me not in 


the midſt of, i. e. before the Children of Iſra- 


el. The next to be alledg'd, is Ezekie/ 
xxxix. 7. So will I make my holy Name 


known in the midſt of my People Iſrael ; 
i. e. I will manifeſt my Power before 


them by deſtroying their Enemies in their 
Sight. 


I wilt now take one Step further, and in- 
form this Writer and his Brethren, that this 


Phraſe, in the mid/?, ſignifies ſometimes no 


more than doing a thing openly, publickly, 
and in the Sight of any Man or number of 
Men. For the Proof of this I will alledge 
T/aiah Ixvi. 17. and P/alm cxxxy. 9. In the 

| firſt 
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firſt it is ſaid, They that ſandify themſelves 
and purify themſelves in the gardens, (i. e. 
the Groves where Idols of old were Wor- 
ſhip'd ) behind one tree in the midſt, or as 
it ſhould be tranſlated * every one, or one 
after another, in a collective Body, openly 
and in publick. The next Proof, in the alm juſt 
now mentioned, runs thus, Vhs ſent tokens 
and wonders into the midſt of thee, O Egypt, 
i. e. Who wrought wondrous Miracles before 
thee, and in thy Sight, O Egypt. For this 
I have the Authority of + Kimchi in the 
Grammatical way, for which he is moſt 
celebrated by thoſe of his own Perſwaſion 
as well as by Chriſtian Writers of the higheſt 


Rank. 
FRO M whence it appears, that being let 


down into he midf?, does only ſignify that 
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* See the Syriack Verſion, the marginal Reading in our Eng- 
liſþ Tranſlation, Alben Ezra's Commentaries, the Cha/dee Pa- 


raphraſe, &c. | 
+ See Kimchi”s Comment upon this Place, which runs thus: 


Ia /gnificat in conſpectu tui Egypte, i. e. in thy Sight or 
Preſence. I will only add, that the Phraſe in the mid}? is fre- 
quently a Pleonaſtick Expreſſion, to denote no more than coming 
into a Place, as appears from 2 Sam. iv. 16. Tan TW 1p 
1. e. into the midſt of the Houſe; which the Septuagint renders, 
eis & olxoy, i. e. into the Houſe. This is ſo frequent in all Lan- 
guages, and particularly in our own, that I need ſay nothing 
farther about it, fave only that in the Hebrew Language 2802 
often ſignifies no more, tho' in its original Acceptation it ſeems to 
carry a greater Strictneſs. For what I now ſay, ſee Gen. uy 

| the 


[ 70 ] 
the Paralytick was let down into the Place 
and Room where our Saviour and his Com- 
pany were, and not in the very Middle of 
the Room, as this Author infinuates. 

To make a further Difficulty, our Au- 
thor ſuggeſts, that it was a very large 
Bed, and that a Hole muſt be made capa- 
cious enough, (i. e. a very great one). © for 
« the Man and his Bed to be let through; 
« when it was well if Fe/as and his Diſci- 
<< ples eſcap'd with only a broken Pate, by the 
„falling of Tiles, Sg.“ LI give you his 
own Words, becauſe I would do him Ju- 
ſtice, and becauſe they run in a Strain and 
Stile peculiar to himſelf. And why muft 
this be a large Bed, as he would have his 
Readers imagine? What Authority has he 
from the Goſpels, or any other Writers of that 
time or ſince, for ſuch a Suppoſition? There 
is undoubtedly manifeſt Proof that this Bed 
wasof a very moderate Size : For all that the 
Evangeliſts {ay in the Caſe, in plain Engiiſh 
is this, that the Paralytick was brought ly- 
ing, or leaning upon a Bed, as it is in 
St. Matthew, Chap. ix. 2. And in St. Mark 
ii. 4. it is faid that he was let down in a 
Couch. And St. Luke tells us, ver. 18. that 
he was brought in a Bed; but immediately 


in 


[Tr] 


in the following Verſe acquaſtits us, that 
this was properly and ſtrictiy felking, 4 
Couch, 'or little Bed; and ſo the Word ud 
by St. Mark ſignifies the very fame. The 
Word Bed, as in our Language, fo in an- 
tient Style, comprehends all Beds, from the 
leaſt to the largeſt ; juſt as the Word Honſe 
with us, and in all other Countries, extends 
its Signification to the meaneſt Cottages, as 
well as to the moſt magnificent Palaces. 
Therefore according to this Man's way of 
Reaſoning, that the Word Bed muſt neceſ- 
ſatily denote one of the largeft Size, I may 
argue, that when J have been in a Cottage, 
1 have been in one of the moſt ſtately Hou- 
ſes in the Kingdom ; the Succeſs of which 
Argument, if it ſhould chance to have any, 
would make me conclude that fome People 
have loſt their Underſtanding. In fhort, 
the Word xm ſignifies all Beds in general, 
the leaſt as well as the greateſt; and in 
the firſt Senſe, as I intimated before, St. 
Matthew us'd it; and St. Lake has the 
ſame Word, and in the fame piece of 
Hiſtory, explains it by the Word Au 
Soy, a little Bed; and St. Mark calls it xeg- 
IA, a Couch, which is no more than a 
little Bed, or Reſting-chair for a ſingle Per- 
fon. Of this latter Sort was that whereon 
the 
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the Paralytick was laid, and in which he 
was carry d. The Bed then being of this 
* Sort, for Which I have very good Proof, 
a great deal of Room could not be wanting to 
let it thorough. The looſening, + and ta- 

| . King 


The zpzCa7C- and the gxjumus and oxyumediey were the 
ſame. The Scholiaſt upon Ariſtophanes's Comedy call'd Nubes 
makes this Remark: Ty xp4Camv 0 xipmeds , AH 
vol of 5 pad? oxpmdiey. And Heſychins tells us what the 
ExatemedVov was, sunt xaividar word xoimey, i. e. a plain 
little Couch or Bed for one fingle Perſon to reſt or lie upon. 
Which was ſo contriv'd, that one might either fit or lie in it, 
as appears from the foremention'd Comedy of Ari/tophaner, 
join'd to what is ſaid by Clemens Alexandrinus's Pædag. Lib. II. 
cap. 3. 29% 5 pngd x, 789 oriumda; ovdtv ngrxe mepizouuous 
v4, TaxAtmy A tneqaslivns xx ins; i.e. I ſay People may lie as. 
comfortably in plain Couches, as in Beds of Ivory. Of this ſort 
was the Paralytick's Bed, as plainly appears from St. Mar#'s cal- 
ling it xp Ca], and St. Luke's naming it xi, compar'd 
with what is juſt ſaid before; as likewiſe from the Man's taking 
it up ſo eaſily, and carrying it to his own home. So that there 
was no manner of occaſion for any great Breach to be made, 
to let down ſuch a ſmall Couch through the Tiling ; unleſs, as 
our Author 2i/ely thinks, there was to be an Enlargement of 
the Breach to let through the Man, as well as his Bed. That 
he thinks thus, or would have other People think ſo, is plain 
from his talking about a Hole capacious enough for the Man and 
his Bed 10 be let through, p. 57, 58. 

+ Potuere autem per tegulas demittere Paralyticum, quia in tecto 
fere plano facile illis erat verſari operari, removere tegulas. Viv 
de Lam x de Tabernaculo column. 617. 

Judæi autem poterant obtegere & detegere tefla ſua, prout ne- 

cefſarium ſine ullo fabro. LAM x de Tabernaculo, col. 254. 
That untiling a Houſe, and making a Hole to go through, 
was no great matter of Labour, nor made any great Noiſe, is 
plain 


— — - 
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king up a few Tiles, and ſawing (if there 
was Occaſion for it) a Raſter or wer would 
loon open a Hole wide enough for this Pur- 
poſe. I fay a few Tiles, becauſe I believe 
they were of a conſiderable Size in that 
Country. 'This I conclude from what is ſaid 
to, Ezekiel, Chap. iv. 1, 2, 3. Thou alſe, Sou 
of Man, take thee a Tile, aud lay it before 
thee, and pourtray upon it the City Feruſalem ; 
and lay Siege againſt it, aud build a Fort a- 
gainſt it, and caſi a Mount againſt it, aud ſet 
battering Rams againſt it raund about More- 
over, take thou unte thee an Iron Pan, or 
Plate, and ſet it for a Wall of Iron betwgen 
thee and the City, aud ſet thy Face againſt it, 
and it ſball be beſieged, and thou ſhalt lay 
Siege againſt it. This ſhall be a Sign to the 
Houſe of Iſrael. Now this T;/e muſt be a * 


plain from Twtly in his Philippicks II. S. 18. Nemo unquam puer 
emplus libidinis cauſa tam fuit in Domipi poteftate, quam tu ip 
Curionis gueties te pater ejus domo Aua ejecit P? quotaes cuftodes Po- 
ſuit, ne limen intrare: cum tu tamen, nocte ſocia, hortante li- 
bifline, cogente mercede, per tegulas demittere. If there had 
been any great hammering and rattling, Curio the Father would 
have been ſoon alarm'd with the Sound, eſpecially in the Night- 
ſeaſon; and would have put an immediate Stop, in his own 
Houſe, to all Mark Antony's baſe Attempts of that kind. 

* The Words of S. archi on this Place are theſe, 
dym drr did WH 1992 MIL Daria. our 
vulgar Language, { 7. e. in French) is Teile and this one 
of the largeſt Size. 
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pretty large one, if the Prophet was to de- 
lineate upon it all that was here preſcrib'd; 
and if what is here ſaid is only Emblema- 
tical, as a great many learned Commenta- 
tors think it was, yet it ſtill ſuppoſes that 
the Tiles there were of a large Size; becauſe 
the Generality and the Majority of the Peo- 
ple could not have taken into their Concep- 
tions, how ſo large a Scene of Things ſhould 
come within the Compaſs of a ſmall Tile, 
however juſt and accurate the Repreſentation 
might be, and how much ſoever it might 
recommend it ſelf to the Judgment of the 
Curious. 

Wua x made this Attempt of the Para- 
Iytick's Friends ſtill the leſs difficult, was, 
that the Houſes in Judea were generally 
flat Roof d, which gave a good Footing to 
em to untile part of the Roof with greater 
Eaſe; and was likewiſe a convenient Reſt 
for the Paralytick in his Bed, whilſt the 
Work was a doing. Qur Author believes 
that this was only the Invention of “ Some 
« modern Commentators, who being aware 
« of theſe Difficulties in this Story, and 
« willing to reconcile Men to the eaſier Be- 
lief of it; ſay, as Druſius did, that the 
*« Houles in Judea were Flat-roof*d, and not 


Page 58. Ee 
« Ridg'd.” 


1 

« Ridg'd.” Was the famous Druſius then 
the firſt Man who mention'd this Matter? 
And have we nothing more for the Proof 
of it than his bare Authority? One would 
imagine from what this Author ſays, that 
this was the Caſe. What is then become 
of his great and boaſted Knowledge in the 
Writings of the ancient Fathers of the 
Church? 4 St. Jerome ſaid the ſame Thing 
ſeveral Ages before Druſius livd in the 
World. But Concealment of Truth, and In- 
vention of Falſhood are equally common 
with our Author and his Fellow-Labourers. 
Let us ſuppoſe that St. Jerome, and all 
Commentators, were entirely Silent in the 
Point; we have, what is beyond all, the 
Authority of Scripture for it. And though 


the Scripture does not ſay in ſo many 


Words, that the Houſes in Fudea were Flat- 
roof'd ( becauſe there was no manner of 
Occaſion for ſaying ſo) yet from thence it 
is manifeſt by fair and rational DeduQtion, 
that they were of that Form and Make ; 
which is tantamount to an expreſs Declara- 
tion. The Law given by Moſes in Deut. 
xxii. 8. lays a Foundation for this Truth. 
When thou buildeſt a new Houſe, then thou 


+ St. Jerom's Epiſtle to Sunia and Fretella. 
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ſhalt make u Battlement for thy Raaf, vhat 
thou bring not Blood upon thine Houſe, if any = 
Man fall from thence. From which Caution 
given to the Children of -Tf/ausl, it may be 
fairty concluded that the Roofs of their 
Houſes wefe to be of frequent Uſe, and 
conſequently to be flat, otherwife there 
would have been ho Occaſion for this Rule 
about them. And that they were ſo, the 
Practice of the Fews in future Times, makes 
clear beyond all reaſonable Doubt or Diſ- 
pute. The Top and Roof of the Houſe 
is ſo often mention d in Scripture as a Place 
of Prayer, of Pleaſure, of Devotion and 
Converfation, c. that every one in com- 
mon Reaſon muſt judge, that they muſt be 
commodious for ſuch Purpoſes; which they 
eould not be if they were ridg'd; and conſe- 
quently they muſt be flat, I will only pro- 
duce one Text to this Purpoſe, which 
makes tlie Thing ſo very plain, that 1 
think no reaſonable Perſon can ſhut his Eyes 
againſt the Evidence of it. In 2 Sam. xvi. 


22. are theſe Words; So they fpread Abſa- 
lom 4 Tent upon the top of the Houſe, and 
Abſalom went in unto his Father's Concu- 
bines, in the Sight of all Iſrael, How this 
Tent could be conveniently ' ſpread upon a 

: ridged 


[97 ] 
ridged Houſe, I leave our Author, and his 
Fewiſh Rabbi to explain. In this Cafe, 1 


FY 


ſuppoſe, there muſt be a great many Ropes 
and Pullies, Hatchets and Hammers, Sc. 
to erect a Tent upon Fo une ven and unto- 
ward A Situation; and eſpecially if there 
were more Tents en one, as the * Chaldee 
Pharaphraſt ſuppoſes, a and as the famous 
Kimchi ſuggeſts, in his Commentary on 
this Text, from whom T have the fol- 
lowing Deſcription. of them. Moſt + of 
the Travels into the Country of Paleſtine 
have aſſurd us of the Truth of what I now 
contend for: And the famous Mr. Le Clerc, 


* See the Cha/dee 8 and David Kincbi on this Text. 

Targum Jonathan. NN e D M15 Wand Ha 
Et tetenderunt Abſalom! Cndpæa ſuper tellum. Kimebi takes 
notice of this Interpretation in his Commentaries an this place, 
and his own is this: — WI! aan 9 dw 19 12n 
Dy ae p TE. Iman Kc. Waben 
MPN DMIno1 omyy CAMS wr Tg ru 
We NN i. e. They ſpread Tents for, him pon dhe Houſe- 
top, that (his F ather* s) Concubines might come thi ther, Kc. And 
our Rabbies, whoſe Memory may be ever bleſſed, tell us, that 
theſe Canopies or Tents were ſet and fix d upon four wooden; Pillars 
or Legs, and that upon and round about theſe Pillars were Cur- 
tains. This is what was call the Spreading a Tent. Note, 
That 33, R138 Adu, Tectum, Solarium, and Meniana, have 
nearly the ſame Signification; or at leaſt have a great Similitude 
and Reſemblance to each other, in reſpect of their Evenne/s or 
Flatneſs. 


＋ Sandy's Travels, p. 36, 149, 160. 
from 
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from the Authors of thoſe Travels, tells us, in 
his Commentary on Deut. xxii. 8. that the 
Roofs of Houſes in the Eaſtern Part of the 
World were not only fomerly, but are at 
this Time plain and flat. 

Arp now have gone through the moſt 
material Objections brought againſt the Cir- 
cumſtances which preceeded this Miracle; and 
have ſhewn that every Step in this procedure 
has manifeſt marks of its being not only 
probable but practicable; and upon a thorough 
q Examination of theſe Matters muſt con- 

"x 4 ge. clude, that if this is not Evidence, then we 

may utterly deſpair of ever ſeeing an 
8 F 55 5 e = Evidence for the Facts of antient and diltant 
1 

Wax falls next in our way, is to an- 
ſwer ſome impertinent Queſtions of our 
Author, which he deſignedly puts to ſtagger 
weak and unthinking Minds; which I ſhall 
do with the utmoſt Brevity, without laying 
before you thoſe Enlargements I have upon 
them. 

TRR Fir Queſtion is, „Why did not 
« the Paralytick ſay to his Friends and 
© Bearers, let us ftay till the Houſe is 


IF 
. 
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* Page 55. 
“ cleard 
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cc clear'd of the People; ꝗ it was but waiting 
« a while, not many Hours, and in all 
« probability the Tumult would be appeas'd 
«© and acceſs eaſily had to him; I ſhould 
© have thought their Faith might have 
« work'd Patience, and dispos'd them to 
&« ſtay ſtill Jeſus u come out to them, or 
they get into him”. 

T o which I 3 That there is no 
doubt but Faith worketh Patience, but 
with or without this Author's leave, I think 
it ought not to work Preſumption. And 
this would have been the Caſe, if they had 
not haſten'd all they could to bring the Sick 
Man into the Preſence of our Saviour. 
And conſidering that Chriſt preach'd in 
the Wilderneſs ſo late, that he thought fit 
to relieve the Hunger of the Congregation 
by a Miracle, leſt they ſhould faint in their 
way homewards; how could the Paralytick 
and his Friends, gueſs when the Aſſembly 
would break up? 

Tx vx Chriſtian Faith works Patience 
under all Preſſures, Evils, and Calamities, 
but by no means begets a Negligence of 


+ Obſerve, that 4 while, and not many Hours, is one and the 
fame Thing with our Author, 
Page 56. 
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ones own Safety, nor requites any Delays of 
Application for ſuch proper Remedies as may 
moſt quickly and effeQually remove our 
Maladies and Piſtempers; no Chafteting or 
Affliction for the preſent being joyous but 
grievous, as both Scripture and our own Ex- 
perience teach us. But as I ſald before, 
ſincere Faith will ſupport us under all Cala- 
mities of what kind ſoever; and if it 
ſhould ſeem meet to Providence, to ſuffer 
good Chriftians to fall under Perſecution for 
their Adherence to the Truths, and their 
Conformity to the Precepts of the Goſpel, 
ahd ſhould not think it fit, for Reaſons beſt 
known to his godly Wiſdom, to deliver 
them out of this State, till the end of their 
Days; they will yet ſubmit to them, not on- 
ly with Patience but with Cheatfulnels, be- 
ing affar'd by Faith, That their * preſent 
tight afliction worketh for them a far more 
exctediig and eternal weight of glory. 
Tk next Queſtion is, where wias the 
good "Man. of the Houſe all this time? 
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*] have tranſlated i it as above; ; or it may be render'd —Our 
f light Affliction for the "preſent, as TlazguTing. often fipnifies in 
Thucidydes. I think this is better than our Tranſlation; becauſe 
the Apoſtle Tpeaks not of momentary 'Sulferings, but of ſuch as 
might probably laſt all one's Life, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 


Would 
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Would he ſuffer his Houſe to be thus bro- 
ken up, Cc? No doubt of it, if he was of 
a Temper different from our Author; becauſe, 
ſetting aſide the poſſibility of Acquaintance, 
Relation, Friendſhip between them, and 
an Aſſurance of Reparation for Damages, 
this good Man (as he ludicrouſly calls him) 
might think it his Duty to help and aſſiſt a 
diſtreſs'd Brother in his Calamity. 

TE Second Queſtion is, if the Paſſage 
was too narrow * ! Why did not they take 
& him out of his Couch, and let him down 
in a Blanket, a Chair, or a Basket“? 1 
Anſwer in ſhort, that the Couch was more 
convenient for the Paralytick, and, in the 
Author's own Language, that thoſe things 
mentioned by him + © were not at hand, 
nor could ſuddenly be procur'd”. But it 
is all one to him what he ſays, if it does but 
ſuggeſt any thing that may tend to the 
Diſadvantage of Chriſtian” Truth: But 
why muſt this poor infirm helpleſs Man be 
taken out of his Couch unleſs it was to put 
him upon the Rack and Torture for ſome 


time, and to finiſh his Days before there 


could be any poſſibility of Relief? O inhu- 
man Barbarity ! Is this the Scheme that we 


Page 57. + 1 * 59. 
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are to have from this Man, his Friend 
Grounds, and others, in lieu of the Tender- 
neſs and Compaſſions of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion? N ett | 
Bor why ſhould the Paralytick be let 
down in a Basket, rather than in his Couch? 
I defire to know of him what fort of Basket 
would have fitted a Man who could not. fit 
up, and had entirely loſt the uſe of his Limbs ; 
a Sketch or Draught of which I hope we ſhall 
ſee in Vindication of his own Diſcourſe. But 
I muſt ask him more particularly, why he 
ſhould be let down in a Blanket, and in what 
form of this Blanket he ſhould have been let 
down ? When I know theſe things I ſhall be 
better able to Anſwer him; but in the mean 
time, I ſhall think the Couch was the fitteſt 
thing in which to let down the Paralytick. 
Tux next Queſtion is, Why did not 
« Teſus, to preyent the Trouble and Da- 
« mage of the Houſe, aſcend thro' this 
« Door, to the Top of it, and there ſpeak 
« the healing Word to this poor Man? I 
Anſwer in ſhort, not becauſe he could not, 
but becauſe he would not. And he would 
not, becauſe it ſeem'd fitteſt to his heavenly 
Wiſdom, to ſuffer the Paralytick and his 
Friends to take their own courſe, And 


happy 
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happy is it for the greateſt Part of the 
World, and particularly for this Blaſphemer 
and his Friends, that our Bleſſed Lord, in 
the Bowels of Love and Tenderneſs, forbears 
to do many things which he could do, and 
which he might execute without the leaſt 
Impeachment of Cruelty or Injuſtice. 

Tu E following Queſtion, Could not he 
hade made the acceſs ro himſelf more Eaſy Y 
is much of the ſame Nature with that juſt 
now mention'd, and therefore the ſame An- 
ſwer ſerves both. He could have done all 
thoſe things he mentions, i. e. he had 
the Power, but he thought it not proper to 
do them. It was more ſuitable to the Excel- 
lency of his Wiſdom, and more conduci ve 
to the Benefit of the World, that theſe Af- 
fairs ſhould run on in their uſual Courſe 
without any divine Interpoſition. In the 
way that it was permitted to be done, it 
tended more to the Glory of God, to the 
Manifeſtation of the Meſſias, and to the 
Propagation of the Chriſtian Truth. This 
1 Aſſert for ſubſtantial Reaſons, and I defic 
the Ad verſaries to ſhew the Contrary, But 
T can't forbear obſerving, that asking theſe 
two laſt Queſtions, is an Atheiſtical way of 
arguing, which is the reaſon it is ſo com- 

L232 mon 
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mon with this ſet of People. In the ſame 
manner a Sceptick, may expoſtulate with 
God: Why did not he give me Wings to fly 
as well as Feet to walk? This would have ſay'd 
his Creatures a great deal of Trouble as well 
as Expence, and they might have flown o- 
ver the Sea without the Hazard and Charge 
of a Voyage, and moſt Buſineſs might have 
been tranſacted with much more Expediti- 
on. But what does all this ſignify to the 
Purpoſe? It inſinuates indeed, but does by 
no means prove, that God was not the Au- 
thor of his Being. It ſavours of Peeviſhneſs 
and Diſcontent, but not of Reaſon and 
Religion. A conſiderate and good Man, 
will be Content and Thankful that God has 
made him to be what he is, as the Paraly- 
tick was ſatisfy'd and well pleas'd with the 
Cure wrought upon him in our Saviour's 
own way ; tho' our Author grumbles that 
it was not done in his way; and becauſe it 
was not, he argues, that this Miracle of 
healing the Paralytick was not at all per- 
form'd by Jeſus. What unaccountable ar- 
guing is this! We will give you a parallel 
Argument or two, from what was juſt before 
mention'd. God has not given me Wings; 
therefore he did not make me. I am not 

what 
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what I would be, * therefore T am not a 


Man. Of this very ſize and ſhape is our 


Author's arguing againſt this Miracle by way 
of Interrogation ; and whoever is perſwaded 
by him in this way, can never be a reaſoning) 
but ſurely muſt be a moſt credulous Creature. 

Our Author tells us, + that there are 
more and greater diſhculties affecting the 
Credit of this Miracle, on the fide of Jeſus 
than any before urg'd. But I fay, that 
there is not one difficulty on the ſide of our 
Saviour, but thoſe ofhis own making ; and as 


he made them,ſo he may anſwer them,if they 


deſerve any further Anſwer than what TI 
have given to them already. The Sum of the 
Objection is this, Jeſus to prevent all further 
Trouble or Damage, did not aſcend to the 
Top of the Houſe to ſpeak the healing 
Word to the poor Man, as he might have 
done; therefore he did not ſpeak it at all- 
Jeſus, to prevent the Pains of getting to the 
Top of the Houſe, did not deſire or force 
the People to make way for the poor Man 


and his Bearers, as I think he ſhould have 


done ; therefore he did not perform this Mi- 


- ® Nay, but, O Man, who art thou that replieſt againſt God? 
' ſhall the thing form'd, ſay to him that form'd it, why haſt thou 
made me thus? Rom. ix. 20. 
+ Page 60. 
racle. 
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racle. - That is in ſhort, becauſe he did it 
not in my way, therefore he did it no way 
at all. Whether he calls this, Banter, or 
Ridicule, or Argument ; or what, excepting. 
one thing, he can call it, I know not ; but 
this I do know, that whoever” gives heed to 
it, muſt be either very weak, or very ill inclin d. 
Ix truth, our Saviour had nothing to do 
with thoſe external Circumſtances, they 
wholly belong'd to the Sick Man's Friends 
and Bearers, and were extrinſical to, and 
had no manner of Connection with the Mi- 
racle; and therefore he did not in the leaſt 
concern himſelf about them. Our Saviour 
was a Perſon of that Dignity, however 
meanly our Author may think of him, 
that it was by no means fitting, that he 
ſhould do juſt as other People ſhould: direct 
him, or act according to their groundleſs and 
unreaſonable Expectations: He knew bet- 
ter things than to demean himſelf after this 
manner. Beſides, the great Buſineſs he had 
in view at this time, and the Conſequences of 
it towards the Propagation of Chriſtian Truth, 
ſuperſeded ſome compliances, to which per- 
haps he would have lubmittod on. Occaſi- 
ons of leſs Importance. | 


And 


E 

And thus I have vindicated every Thing 
that is circumſtantial as Well as material in 
the Hiftory of this Miracle: And 1 chal- 
lenge this Author, his Friends, and his 
Fewiſh Rabbi into the Bargain, to give a 
plain, fair and ſolid Anſwer to what T have 
advancd in Support of its Truth, and in 
Confutation of his Objections againſt it. It 
is not my Vanity, but Confidence in the 
Goodneſs of my Cauſe, that prompts me to 

utter my {elf after this manner. | 
-I sna1.1 now beg Leave to dals you 
a little further with two Obſervations. 
The firſt is, That when I read this Trea- 
tiſe of our Author's, T was at a Loſs to 
imagine why this Miracle ſhould be attack d 
with ſo much Fire and Furiouſneſs, and 
what it was that could raiſe ſo much Rage 
and Malice againſt it. But upon a careful 
peruſing the Evangeliſts on this Subject, 
and after mature Conſideration, I found 
that it was not only a Proof of our Savi- 
our's divine Miſſion, but likewiſe of his 
Power to forgive Sins; and moreover, that 
Jeſus was ##pd2yvwme, or the Searcher of 
Mens Hearts. I again reflected, that it was 
related to us in a plain, open, and in- 
genuous Style, with moſt manifeſt Marks 
of 
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of Sincerity, and without any Symptoms 
of Fraud or Colluſion; ; that it was done in 
the Preſence of Enemies as well as Friends, 
of the Learned as well as the Ignorant ; 
that it was atteſted by no leſs Number than 
three of the Evangeliſts, which Teſtimony 
two of them eld with their Blood; and 
to prevent all Suſpicion of Combination 
and Confederacy, I obſerv'd, that though 
they perfectly agreed in the Subſtance of it, 

yet they differ d in the Form and Manner of 
recording it. This was then a notable Mi- 
racle indeed; for which Cauſe it muſt by 
all Means be run down, even at the Ex- 
pence of Honeſty, Hiſtory, Reaſon and 
common Senſe; and the Author of it muſt be 
treated as a Cheat, and repreſented as an 
Impoſtor. O ſacred Innocence / What haſt 
thou done, that thou meeteſt with ſuch 
barbarous Uſage from thine own Creatures ? 
Or rather what haſt thou not done to merit 
their beſt, Love, and utmoſt  Reyerence? 
And what, O bleed Feſus, would become 
of ſuch impious Wretches, it thy Mercies 
did not infinitely exceed their Malice ? 
Thou art not only patient and long- ſuffer- 
ing, but by Wiſdom knoweſt the Times 


and Seaſons for every Thing under the 
Sun; 
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Sun; and therefore thou, for Ends and 
. Reaſons beſt known to infinite Underſtand- 

ing, ſtill permitteſt theſe Men to ſhoot out 
their Arrows at thee, to ſpeak againſt the 
ſaving Truths of thy Goſpel, and to revile 
thy ſacred Inſtitutions. There are very 
freſh Inſtances of this in ſome Writings 
lately publiſh'd; among which I reckon 
one ſent into the World under the Title of 
Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. This is 
eſteem'd by the Party, as the utmoſt Effort 
againſt the Neceſlity of Reveal'd Religion; 
but I hope it can do no great Harm; ſince 
in the main, and as to its chief Deſign, it 
is already confuted by the Lord Biſhop of 
London, in his ſecond Paſtoral Letter, with 
ſuch Strength of Argument, ſuch Sound- 
neſs of Judgment, and with ſuch Solidity, 
as well as Variety of Learning, as muſs in 
Reaſon put to Silence thoſe who oppoſe 
themſelves to the Truth as it is in Jeſus. 
I could have made here a great many mate- 
rial Remarks upon the Infidel Book before- 
mention'd; and could have ſhewn in it, 
down from the Title Page it ſelf, to the 
very end of it, various Falſhoods, mani- 
fold Abſurdities, notorious Contradictions, 
weakneſs of Reaſoning, Diſingenuity in Quo- 

5 M tations, 
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"tations, and a general T endency through. | 
out the whole to oyerturn all Religion, and 
to ſubject not only Man, but even God 
himſelf, to Neceſſity and Fate. Atheiſm 
is the Aim and Deſign of this Author, and 
of all his Fellow-Labourers in Works of 
the like Kind; and no ſpecious Title, no 
colouring whatever, can hide it from the 
Eyes of thoſe who will narrowly inſpe&t 
their Performances. 

Tus Men know very well, that if 
Chriſtianity was once unſettled, there would 
be a ſpeedy end of natural Religion, which 
through the Corruption of Mankind, is be- 
come ſo uncertain, and ſo 8 that 
without the Light of the Goſpel, we can- 
not in manifold Particulars, determine with 
any Surety what it is, much leſs can we 
draw up an entire and compleat Syſtem of 
it. But I muſt tell theſe Gentlemen, that 
Chriſtianity is the work of God; and there- 
fore it is in yain for them to fight againſt 
it; and every Attempt of this Kind will 
end not only in the Grievance of Diſap- 
pointment, but likewiſe in the Severity of 
Puniſhment. For which Reaſon, if the Day 
of Repentance is not already paſt, I, as a 
Miniſter of the Golpel, do earneſtly beſcech 
| this 


911 
this Author, and his Friends, in the Bow- 1 
els of Jeſus Chriſt, that they would with- 'Y 
out Delay reconcile themſelves to their in- 
jur'd Saviour, whom I heartily pray to give 
them Repentance to the amm, 4 

Ihe Truth. 

Mx next Obſeryation is this, That if 8 E | 
Truth of this Miracle ſtands firm and un- i 
ſhaken, as it undoubtedly. appears to do i 
from what I have faid in Vindication of it, 
then there can be no manner of Difficulty in 2 
believing all the other Miracles of our Sa- 1 
viour. I build this Obſervation upon what 
our Author ſays on this Miracle. He tells 

us, that * © this Story is the moſt mon- 
<« {trouſly abſurd, improbable and incredi- 
« ble of any, according to the Letter; and 
« that for Number and Greatneſs of Ab- 
% ſardities, he thinks it ſurpaſſes them all.” 
Well: If this is the moſt abſurd, improba- 
ble, and incredible of any of our Saviour's 
Miracles, and ſurpaſſes them all for Num- 
ber and Greatneſs of Abſurdities ; then by 
undeniable Conſequence it muſt follow, that 
the reſt are leſs ablurd, more probable, and 
more credible. But I have proy'd, that this | 
Miracle is ſo far from being abſurd, impro- 'Þ 


- - * . = 
— — — —C— »’ ̃ — OO _— — ce „ 
. 
” f - : ts 8 
. = * 
£ 9 * 2 m = 


Page 51, and 52. 


M 2 bable 


921 
bable and incredible, that it was a real Mat- 
ter of Fact, and a Truth that can't reaſona- 
bly be queſtion'd ; and therefore we may 
fairly preſume, that the other Miracles of 
our Lord, which are confeſſedly leſs abſurd, 
more probable, and more credible, were un- 
doubtedly real and true, notwithſtanding 
the Difficulties with which our Author clogs 
them. In other Words, whoeyer ſees the 
Truth of this Miracle eftabliſh'd, which in 
our Author's Account, is the moſt monſtrouſ- 
ly abſurd, improbable and incredible of any, and 
for Number and Greatneſs of Abſurdities ſurpaſ. 
ſes them all; I ſay, whoever ſees it proy'd, (as 
I think I have fairly proy'd it) to have been 
a real Matter of Fact, and that a plain and 
eaſy Account has been giyen of all and eye- 
Ty one of the Circumſtances that attended 
it, may, without giving himſelf any farther 
Trouble, take it for granted, that all the o- 
ther Miracles, againſt which this Author 
writes, were really and literally true ; be- 
cauſe if the moſt incredible of all our Sayi- 
our's Miracles is true, it may with Juſtice be 
concluded, that thoſe which are leſs incredi- 
ble are alſo true. But I would not hinder 
any Man from receiving Satisfaction about 
any one of them, as far as they haye been 
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conſider'd; and therefore I refer you to thoſe 
ſeyeral learned Treatiſes, which have been 
written on the Subject of Chriſt's Miracles, 
and particularly to the Lord Biſhop of St. Da- 
vid's Vindication of em. 

AND now I begin to reflect (and high 
time it is to make ſuch Reflection) what a 
dry, barren, abſurd, looſe and incoherent 
Diſcourſe I have had under Conſideration. 
I own I ſhould have been aſham'd to have 
meddled with it, if proper Antidotes were 
not neceſſary to be adminiſter'd, where Poi- 
ſon, rank Poiſon, is ſcatter'd in great abun- 
dance. And ſeeing moreoyer, that ſuch 
Diſcourſes derive their Influence not from 
their own inherent Strength, but from the 
manifold Corruptions of Mankind; ſeeing 
that, however trifling they appear, they fall 
in the Croud, and are handed to the Youth 
of this Nation, and to People of Levity and 
Indiſcretion ; ſeeing they are a ſort of Pocket- 
books to too many, who can bear no Reſtraint 
to be laid upon their ſenſual Appetites and 
Pleaſures ; ſeeing that they have already done 
a great deal of Miſchief, and are likely to 
do a great deal more, if they are not check'd 
by the Favour of Divine Providence upon 


the faithful Endeavours of his Miniſters to 
defend 
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defend his: Eternal Truths; and ſeeing this 
is the Miracle which our Author would per- 


ſuade his Readers to be the moſt unaccoun- 5 


table of all other Miracles; 1 thought it 
became me, appointed as a Guide by the 
Conſtitution, as well Sacred as Civil, to bring 
into the way of Godlineſs thoſe who have er- 
red and gone aſtray, and to put them into a 
Road, which leads to everlaſting Happineſs: 
Or, as * Ennius ſays in another Caſe , 
Erranti comiter monſi rare viam. With 
this religious View and Intention I began 
this Diſcourſe; and by the Aſſiſtance and 
Bleſſing of. God, I have now finiſh'd it. 

I $#4r I conclude all with a ſhort Bene- 
diction of St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the E- 
Ie ſiaus, + Grace be with all them that love 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt in fi ere, Amen. 


* See Tully” s Offices, Lib. 1. 
+ Epbeſ. vi. 24. 
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